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2018 Howard County Candidate Questionnaire  

MD General Assembly  

Thank you for taking the time to fill out The People’s Voice (TPV) / Ethics Ballot 2018 Candidate 
Questionnaire which will be used in the TPV endorsement process. 

Publication: Your answers are considered “on the record.” They will be circulated to all members 
of the TPV Board and may be published on the TPV website. 

Endorsement Process: TPV will endorse in several local races for the Primary Election in 2018, 
and will likely add more races to The Ethics Ballot for the General Election. See 
www.ethicsballot.com for more information on Board Members and “Ethics Ballot” tab for 
endorsement criteria details. 

Please return questionnaires via email to ethicsballot@gmail.com by Wednesday, April 11, 2018.  
Please email any questions you have about this questionnaire. A Board Member will respond.  

 

Candidate Information 

Name Clarence Lam 

Phone 443-977-6004 

Website www.clarencelam.com 

Campaign 
Account Name 

Friends of Clarence Lam 

Treasurer Patricia Payne 

Chairman None 

Campaign 
Manager 

Clarence Lam 

Funds Balance $84,000 

 

http://www.peoplesvoicellc.org/
http://www.ethicsballot.com/
mailto:ethicsballot@gmail.com?subject=Candidate%20Questionnaire%202016%20Response
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2018 Questionnaire Howard County –  

MD Delegate and Senator Candidates 

1. Why are you running for this office?  What qualifications do you uniquely bring to hold this 
office? 

I’m running because I have a strong record of serving the community and representing our 
constituents’ best interests, and I hope to have the opportunity to continue the work that I 
started in the House of Delegates as the district’s next state senator.   
 
My reason for running for office is similar to the reason that I chose to be a physician:  I enjoy 
helping people, serving others, and improving lives in our communities.  As a physician, I also 
recognized that there are many factors outside of the walls of a hospital or a clinic that affect 
an individual’s health, including place of residence, access to transportation, quality of 
schools or education, income or occupation, and many other social determinants of health.  
And so I feel that serving as an elected official is really an extension of being a physician—it’s 
really looking at a whole individual, or even a whole community, and seeing how one can be 
help or serve them.  I am reminded of a quote from the German physician and anthropologist 
Virchow:  “Medicine is a social science, and politics is nothing else but medicine on a large 
scale.” 
 
I believe that my qualification as a physician are unique to the Maryland State Senate.  
Currently, there are no physicians serving in the Senate and very few senators with a 
background in science or medicine.  As a current state delegate, I believe I also have a strong 
track record of serving in the best interests of our community:  fighting for social justice, 
reducing income inequality, advocating for affordability, and standing up against special 
interests. 

2. Describe why you feel you have a viable campaign. 

I believe I have a viable campaign for the following reasons:  a) in 2014, I was the top vote-
winner in a crowded Democratic primary field of 10 candidates. b) Although campaign funds 
do not determine the success of a campaign, funding is needed to run a strong campaign, 
and I have the greatest amount of funds of all candidates.  c)  I am a tenacious campaigner 
who enjoys talking to voters and meeting constituents.  For the 2014 election, I personally 
knocked on the doors of over 20,000 voters in both Howard and Baltimore Counties, and I 
am bringing even greater energy and effort to this senate campaign.  d) I have a track record 
of providing constituent services and participating in activities and events in both Howard 
and Baltimore Counties over the past four years. e) I have a solidly progressive voting record 
that reflects a dedicated commitment to serving in the best interest of District 12. 
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3. How do you believe one eliminates the appearance of conflicts regarding campaign 

contributions? 

I believe the best way to eliminate the appearance of conflicts regarding campaign 
contributions is to be as accurate in my reporting of donations and to ensure that it is fully 
publicly available.  Our campaign finance system is reliant on disclosure and transparency, 
and I am committed to ensuring that I am 100% transparent and open in disclosing any 
potential conflicts as necessary. 

4. If you are elected, or reelected, what are your top priorities for 2019?  

Healthcare:  stabilizing the insurance market, reducing insurance premiums, reducing 
prescription drug costs 
 
Environment:  increasing funding for critical Bay protection programs at a time when the EPA 
is eliminating funding or support, reducing nitrogen runoff into the Bay, increasing the 
amount of renewable energy provided to consumers 
 
Education:  implementing the recommendations of the Kirwan Commission and finding the 
funding to support the recommendations 
 
Transportation:  continuing to improve availability, accessibility, and safety of mass transit 
options in the most populated parts of the state 
 

5. Do you believe that local Boards of Education in MD should have the right to terminate 
their Superintendents for cause?  

I believe that local Boards of Education should have a right to terminate their 
Superintendents for cause.  In fact, this legislation was sponsored by Delegates Atterbeary 
and Ebersole this year, and I was a co-sponsor of the bill.  I would be willing to sponsor or co-
sponsor this bill if I am elected to the senate next year.  I think it is reasonable for local 
Boards of Education to have this authority to fire a Superintendent because they have the 
responsibility to hire a Superintendent.  It fails to make sense to me why a Board can hire but 
not fire a Superintendent.   

6. Would you be willing to sponsor a Bill that elects the Howard County Board of Education 
members by district, and voted on by district? What districts do you believe are best to 
use? Why?   
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Yes, I voted in support of HB1299 (2017) that allowed members of the Board of Education to 
be voted on by councilmanic districts.  This is now law and has already taken effect.  I believe 
councilmanic district was most appropriate because the public is already accustomed to 
council district lines.  I am open to considering sponsoring future legislation to improve 
accountability and transparency on the Board of Education.   

7. Do you believe that local Boards of Education should control their calendars without 
mandated dates to start or end the school year? 

Absolutely, I believe that local Boards of Education should control their calendars without 
mandated start or ends dates in the school year.  I disagreed with the decision to require all 
school systems to start after Labor Day because I believe it was made for political reasons 
rather than considering what was best for students and schools.  I also disagreed with the 
decision to mandate that all schools conclude by June 15th, and I voted in favor of legislation 
that allows school systems flexibility to end after June 15th. 

8. Would you be willing to sponsor a Bill that shifts the burden of proof in Special Education 
litigation from parents/guardians to the County School System? 

Yes, I would be willing to sponsor a bill that shifts the burden of proof in Special Education 
litigation from parents/guardians to the County School System.  I believe that special 
education parents and families are already facing many challenges and struggles, and 
continuously fighting the school system should not be one of them.  Often times, these 
families don’t have the time, resources, or money (for attorney’s fees) to spend when they 
should be focused on helping their child learn and supporting their education.  School 
systems have vastly more resources to address the burden of proof of these students than 
their parents. 

9. Do you believe that development fees should be increased in Howard County? Would you 
be willing to sponsor or vote for a Bill that allows Howard County to increase those fees? 
Would you be willing to enable Howard County that right in perpetuity? For all, why or 
why not?  
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I do believe that development fees should be increased in Howard County.  Development 
brings with it an increased need for infrastructure, schools, and county services.  Particularly 
when it comes to schools, I am concerned that school needs are not being met at the pace of 
new development, and this will eventually lead to insufficient schools, crowded classrooms, 
and students traveling farther to reach their school.  For that reason, I would be willing to 
sponsor or support legislation that permits Howard County to increase developer fees.  I 
believe it is reasonable for the County to set and increase those fees because the primary 
responsibility of development decisions lies with the County, and so if the County is making 
development decisions (via planning and zoning codes), then the County should be 
responsible for increasing those fees.  I would be willing to enable Howard County that right 
in perpetuity for very similar reasons:  these responsibilities of development, zoning, and 
local planning will remain County responsibilities in perpetuity, and so the decision on 
developer fees should also remain with the County. 

10. Do you support or oppose the Potomac Pipeline? Would you allow the transportation of 
natural gas through Maryland by pipelines? 

I oppose the Potomac Pipeline, and I attended and supported a rally/press conference by 
organized by environmental advocates during the legislative session in opposition to this 
proposed project.  I am concerned about the environmental impact of this pipeline, the 
health and safety risks posed to communities near the pipeline if there were a leak or 
mechanical failure, that it serves to support additional fracking in neighboring states, that it 
facilities increased use of fossil fuels like natural gas, and it generates a lot of noise pollution 
(from compressor stations that are needed to cool the natural gas into liquid form).  I 
generally oppose the building of new natural gas transportation pipelines through Maryland 
because of the similar reasons outlined above. 

11. Do you support the ban on styrofoam in carryout packaging? Would you sponsor or 
support a ban or a fee on plastic grocery bags? 

I support a ban on Styrofoam in carryout packaging.  This was a bill sponsored by Delegate 
Brooke Lierman, and although I am not listed as a co-sponsor, I do support the legislation and 
would have voted in favor of the bill.  I also support a prohibition or fee on plastic grocery 
bags;  this was sponsored by Delegate Lierman in 2015, and I was a co-sponsor of that bill 
(http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&tab=subject3&id=hb055
1&stab=01&ys=2015RS).  Regarding plastic bags, I understand many businesses also support 
their prohibition.  Many consumers do not realize that plastic bags are actually the third 
highest overhead costs for grocery stores, behind labor/wages and electricity.  A ban on 
plastic bags would actually increase their margins and profits. 

12. What is your position on increased gun control? How would you go about increasing safety 
for our schools and/or other public venues? 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&tab=subject3&id=hb0551&stab=01&ys=2015RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&tab=subject3&id=hb0551&stab=01&ys=2015RS
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I support increased gun control, and I voted in support of legislation this session that 1) 
banned bump stocks, 2) enabled law enforcement to retrieve firearms from those who are 
“red flagged”, 3) allowed law enforcement to retrieve the firearms of those charged with a 
violent crime, 4) permitted law enforcement to remove the firearms from a domestic 
violence offender’s home, 5) prohibits the possession of firearms on public, higher education 
campuses, 6) created a School Safety Fund that provides $12.5 million in school safety grants 
to local school systems for de-escalation and threat reporting training for school personnel 
and students, school resource officer (SRO) training, and conducting school safety 
evaluations, and 7) provided $10 million in funding to schools for improvements in physical 
security.  I believe the best way to increase safety at our schools is to reduce the number and 
availability of guns.  While improving the physical security of school and hiring of SROs are 
necessary, a committed gunman willing to risk their life can be difficult, if not impossible, to 
stop at a school.  As a result, policies that address the problem further upstream, focused on 
preventing violence and reducing the number of weapons availability to assailants is critical.  
As a result, I would be willing to support measures that further restrict access and availability 
of firearms.   
 

13. Describe positions you have taken, or votes you have made, or causes you have 
championed, which you feel are the most important. Include information on any position 
or vote you regret, or about which you feel differently. 
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Oversight:  The legislature has three main responsibilities:  to develop and enact policy, to 
pass a state budget, and to conduct proper oversight over the executive branch.  Most 
legislators are focused on the first two responsibilities, and unfortunately, the third—
oversight—while very important, is often neglected.  This leads to decisions by the executive 
branch that often escape scrutiny or proper accountability.  During my time in the legislature, 
I have made an extra effort to engage in oversight activities (in addition to policy and budget 
efforts), but it can be time-consuming and tedious.  For example, this year, my office 
conducted an oversight investigation following up on allegations from former and current 
state employees that the Governor’s Appointments Offices was improperly involved in the 
decisions of hiring new employees and promotions of current employees.  This investigation 
required many meetings and interviews with current and former workers, in order to build 
the relationships and trust needed to determine wrongdoing.  In this instance, it led to 
multiple news articles (http://cnsmaryland.org/2018/03/09/maryland-bill-addresses-
questions-about-state-hiring-policy/, http://cnsmaryland.org/2018/03/15/committee-
weighs-bill-to-enforce-maryland-hiring-law/), an op-ed in the Baltimore Sun 
(http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-op-0312-appointments-office-
20180309-story.html), and legislation (HB1788) that would have enabled the State Ethics 
Commission to investigate continued actions by the Appointments Office that were not in 
compliance with existing state employee protections.   
 
Education funding:  I believe the state is underfunding our public school systems, and this will 
likely be a conclusion of the Kirwan Commission’s report due next year.  As a member of the 
House Appropriations Committee, I was pleased to be able to support legislation and funding 
that will begin to help address this shortcoming.  This included the 21st Century School 
Facilities Act (HB1783) that provided $400 million in annual school construction and 
renovation dollars, and the casino lockbox legislation (SB1122) that will eventually require 
100% of casino funds be used for supplemental education spending (rather than supplanting 
current spending).   
 
Standing up to special interests:  I am concerned and remain vigilant for giveaways to special 
interests and big businesses.  For that reason, I am proud to have voted against the following 
despite leadership’s support for these bills that passed:  a) a tax break for purchasers of 
million dollar yachts, b) $20 million in tax credits to large multinational companies like 
Northrup Grumman to remain in the state, and c) the $7 billion package of incentives, 
subsidies, and credits proposed to attract Amazon’s headquarters to Montgomery County.   
 

http://cnsmaryland.org/2018/03/09/maryland-bill-addresses-questions-about-state-hiring-policy/
http://cnsmaryland.org/2018/03/09/maryland-bill-addresses-questions-about-state-hiring-policy/
http://cnsmaryland.org/2018/03/15/committee-weighs-bill-to-enforce-maryland-hiring-law/
http://cnsmaryland.org/2018/03/15/committee-weighs-bill-to-enforce-maryland-hiring-law/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-op-0312-appointments-office-20180309-story.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-op-0312-appointments-office-20180309-story.html
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14. Choose from topics below on womens’ rights and describe your positions, especially 

regarding any MD law you believe needs changing.  

   Employment (wage disparities, family leave) 

   Safety (human trafficking, domestic abuse) 

   Reproductive health 

Employment: I support the following measures to help workers, reduce inequality, and 
support families:  expand affordable child care to working families through tax credits, 
subsidies, or other programs to make it easier for parents to work; establish universal early 
childhood education because it will allow parents to go back to work sooner and has been 
shown to have a lasting positive impact on a child’s development; legislation that will ensure 
equal pay for equal work so that women are not underpaid for doing the same work as their 
male counterparts; prohibiting employers from asking applicants for their prior work history 
to reduce salary disparities; improving mass transit options and public infrastructure so that 
parents spend less time commuting and more time with families; and expanding workforce 
training programs so that parents seeking to reenter the job market are equipped to do so. 
 
Safety:  I believe the state can do more to combat human trafficking.  I do support increasing 
the age of marriage to 17 (and voted for this legislation sponsored by Delegate Atterbeary, 
HB191) as an effort to reduce the trafficking and enslavement of women.  I also support 
common sense measures like that proposed by Delegate Ebersole, who sponsored legislation 
(HB1462) that would have required truck drivers undergo training to identify signs of human 
trafficking.  This legislation was supported by the Maryland Motor Truck Association, but 
unfortunately, was blocked by the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee.  In addition, I 
support greater protections for victims and families impacted by domestic abuse—this 
includes measures to remove firearms and other weapons from the homes of abusers, 
strengthening privacy provisions so that victims can separate themselves from abusers, and 
policies that would safeguard children from further abuse or from witnessing further abuse.   
 
Reproductive health:  As a physician, I recognize the importance of reproductive health.  
Good prenatal care can have a lasting impact on a child’s life.  I also believe in the state’s 
support of family planning services, including for Planned Parenthood.  That is why I 
supported legislation last year that would have provided state supplemental funding for 
family planning and reproductive services if the federal government were to defund these 
programs like Planned Parenthood.  I also sponsored legislation this year (HB1038) that 
would have made it easier for pregnant women to enroll in healthcare by requiring insurers 
to consider pregnancy as a “qualifying life event,” which currently they do not.   
 

15. How would you improve community living opportunities for people with disabilities? 
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I am committed to improving community living opportunities for people with disabilities, and 
I believe my voting and legislative record reflect this commitment.  For people with 
disabilities, it is important that they have the support they need to ensure community living 
and participation.  Health navigators can be tremendously helpful in facilitating and 
supporting these individuals to be able to remain in the community.  This year, I passed 
legislation (HB490) to allow for the certification of community health workers as a newly 
recognized profession, many of whom serve directly in their communities as health 
navigators.  I also believe funding is very important to supporting those with disabilities to 
continue living in their communities, and that is why I successfully advocated for a 
restoration of funding for programs and services provided to those who are developmentally 
disabled.  (The mandated 3.5% increase in funding was cut to 1% in the Governor’s proposed 
budget.)  We restored this funding to 3.5%.  Fair housing compliance is also crucial in 
providing opportunities for people with disabilities to have community living arrangements.  
Much of this is dependent on available housing stock, and that is why I supported prior 
legislation called the Home Act that would have prevented landlords from discriminating in 
their rental units based on the source of the renter’s income.  Finally, I’ve supported and 
advocated for improvements in telemedicine because the ability to monitor or improve the 
health of those with disabilities remotely is critical as we continue to face a shortage of 
healthcare providers.   
 
I serve on the Board of Directors of Unified Community Connections, formerly the United 
Cerebral Palsy of Central Maryland, which operates a large network of community housing 
arrangements for people with disabilities.  My service on the board has given me a valuable 
perspective on the needs of these individuals and how the state can best step up to provide 
needed support. 
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16. How much time do you believe should pass before it is allowed, in Ethics Regulations, 

before a prior elected official can be compensated by a private company that could 
have benefited from the decisions of that official? 

I believe, at minimum, at least a year must have passed before a former elected official 
can be compensated by a private company that could have benefited from the decision 
of that official.  In the General Assembly, former legislators must have a minimum one 
year “cooling off” period before they can engage in lobbying legislators.  While I believe 
this is a reasonable period, my preference would be for a two year prohibition or 
ideally, a five year prohibition.  
 

17. Have you ever testified before the MD General Assembly? If so, describe positions 
you have taken. 

As a member of the General Assembly, I have testified in favor of every bill that I have 
sponsored.  The topic areas have been broad, including on healthcare, the environment, 
transportation, tax credits, education, job growth and economic development, budget 
matters, social service programs, and bond bills.   
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By Authority, The People’s Voice PAC, Lisa Markovitz, Treasurer 


