
August 15, 2018 
 
2018 Howard County Candidate Questionnaire  
– County Council  
Thank you for taking the time to fill out The People’s Voice (TPV) / Ethics Ballot 2018 Candidate 
Questionnaire which will be used in the TPV endorsement process. 
Publication: Your answers are considered “on the record.” They will be circulated to members 
and may be published on the TPV website. 
Endorsement Process: TPV will endorse in several local races for the General Election in 
Howard County in 2018. Go to www.ethicsballot.com, “Ethics Ballot” tab, and click on 
“Criteria/Logos”, for further details on endorsement criteria. 
Please return questionnaires via email to ethicsballot@gmail.com by midnight on Monday, 
September 3, 2018.  We will acknowledge receipt of the returned questionnaire. We cannot 
consider a candidate for endorsement unless the questionnaire is filled out fully and returned. 
 
Candidate Information 
  
Name John Liao   
Phone 443-764-9220   
Website Johnliao.us   
Campaign Account Name Committee to elect John Liao   
Treasurer Linda Lin   
Chairman John Liao   
Campaign Manager John Liao   
Current Funds Balance ~8800.00   
 
 
Questionnaire - County Council Candidates 
  
Why are you running for this office?  What qualifications do you uniquely bring to hold this 
office?   
 
 
I am running for the office of county council because issues in my district have long been 
ignored and often not being voiced out at the county council and I want to address these issues 
and seek resources and solutions to improve quality of life, education opportunities, and 
environment in my district.  
 
I have a master’s degree in Engineering and Public Policy and work experience in infrastructure 
planning. To understand the issues of my district in details, I have spent the last 14 months 
going to different corners of eastern Howard county and I am aware of issues of 
over-development, school overcrowding, and lack of stronger commercial sector in the business 
district. These issues require active and immediate action plan to mitigate the current problems 



and a valid plan for the future to ensure sustainability and safety.  
 

  
Describe why you feel you have a viable campaign.   
I have a clear message for my constituents that I am the right person to help the community and 
start to turn things around for Howard County. I have sufficient funding to promote my 
messages and to win this campaign.   
How do you believe one eliminates the appearance of conflicts regarding campaign 
contributions?   
I believe that campaign contributions should not have any special strings attached to any 
transactions. I have not taken any contribution from special interest groups or developers and I 
have no plans to do that in the future either.   
If you are elected, what are your top priorities for 2019?   
My top priorities for 2019 are:  
 
1. Put all new development projects in district 2 on hold until surrounding infrastructure 
components (Schools, Police, Fire, Roads...etc) are in place to take care of existing housing 
units. 
 
2. Develop a master plan for development along Route 1 and make sure the new Transit 
Oriented Development zoning laws and regulations are suitable for area development along RT 
1 corridor and transportation across the corridor is safe and efficient. 
 
3. Re-develop village of Oakland Mills: 
 
3.1  Find tenants for the empty super market to provide grocery, kids and seniors friendly 
entertainment centers, and essential service needs for nearby residents. 
3.2  Promote and facilitate sustainable urban gardening facility near the village centers to grow 
plants and vegetables for local residents 
3.3  Promote installations of green energy generation, distribution, and storage technologies to 
help with energy needs and to encourage self-sustainability. 
3.4  Improve public transportation and biking experience in the neighborhood. 
 
4. Gateway Business Park Development: 
Increase number of businesses and amenities in the park and create more jobs for local 
residents 
  

  
How would you have voted on the APFO bills, and the amendments regarding roads tests, 
affordable housing, capacity limits, and categories to add to APFO? If seeking reelection please 
discuss your votes and reasons. In 2019,  would you sponsor legislation to implement any 
positions you herein outlined, that differ from current law?   
I am a first time runner. Yes, I am willing to sponsor a stronger APFO and tests to ensure the 



infrastructure needs are being met first before more housing units can be added to the area. 
District 2 is already a problematic area with too much traffic and all three high schools in the 
district are overcrowded (Howard, Long Reach, Oakland Mills) as direct results of previous weak 
APFO review and enforcement.   
Did you seek the endorsement of the MD Builders Assn? Did you meet with the MD Builders 
Assn, wherein you noted how you would vote, or would have voted, on APFO Bills or 
amendments? If so, what positions did you communicate?   
No, I have not asked for MD Builders Assn’s endorsement.   
Do you believe the HCPSS budget should have a lower level of increase, or be fully funded? If 
fully funded, where do you suggest the County budget cut elsewhere to accommodate? If 
lowered, where do you suggest the HCPSS budget be cut?  
 
As of now, 50% of the county’s tax revenue comes from property tax and 40% comes from 
income tax. Without having other sources of income, the county will either increase property tax 
rate or build more houses to increase its source of revenue.  
 
I believe the county should first try to diversify its portfolio of tax revenues and lower level of 
increase for HCPSS budget if possible without compromising essential school safety 
measurements and quality of education. Our kids must always be the number one priority. 
 
The only thing I will cut in the county budget at this point is my own county council’s salary.  

  
Do you believe developer fees should be increased in the County? Do you believe developers 
should be allowed to voluntarily pay increased school fees to proceed in closed school districts? 
If so, at what levels?   
Yes, developer fees should be increased and they should be required to pay higher fees in 
closed school districts where new developments will have significant impact on school traffic 
and safety.   
Do you believe the current annual residential allocations unit maximums are too high, too low, or 
should be unchanged? If you believe they should be changed are you willing to sponsor 
legislation in 2019 to do so?   
I believe the current annual residential allocations unit maximums are too high, especially in 
certain areas of my district. My district is basically the most urbanized area in Howard county but 
we do not have all the adequate infrastructure pieces for an urbanized city. I will review current 
unit allocation throughout the county closely and am willing to sponsor legislation in 2019 to to 
make necessary changes to make the balance right again   
Do you believe there should be an increased number of Council Members? If so, how many, 
and how do you propose they be elected?   
No. I do not. I believe council members current and future should pay more attention to issues 
that need to be taken care of in their respective council district and voice the concerns of their 
constituents. We have enough politics with just a 5 people council and it is time to less the 
politics and take up the responsibilities to change the county for the better.   
What is your position on TIF’s, and specifically the TIF for Downtown Columbia/Howard 



Hughes? What is your position on how much affordable housing should be required by Howard 
Hughes (HH) on their own property? Many believe the norm being 10-15%, and HH is providing 
4%, discuss.   
My position on TIF’s for Downtown Columbia is that the money can be used somewhere else in 
an area that urgently needs re-development, for example, Oakland Mills in my district. I also 
think that HH property should take up fair share of affordable housing units and 15% would be 
the right amount. Housing policy should be more fair in the county, especially in the Columbia 
proper.   
What do you believe are the best methods to use to provide affordable housing? What do you 
see as any current difficulties in accomplishing those goals?   
Residents in Oakland Mills have mentioned to me more than one time that the incorrect way to 
provide affordable housing is to have high concentration of these units in one location, which 
does not help people in affordable housing and people who live next to them. At the same time, 
the community and the county government should try to help people to improve their income 
level and encourage them to eventually own properties.   
What do you believe is the best way to protect undocumented immigrants from fear of reporting 
crimes or assisting law enforcement with investigations?   
The best way to protect the undocumented immigrants from fear of reporting crime is to make 
sure close collaboration and intelligence sharing between the county law enforcement and 
federal authorities to remove and deport criminals so the reporting immigrants do not have to 
fear retribution.   
Do you support allowing developers to build residences on parkland, whether by swap, gift or 
purchase?   
No. Absolutely NOT. East Howard is already scarce on parkland and green space, we should 
try to preserve as much natural environment as we can.   
Would you support restricted development in areas that the County has designated as part of 
the Green Infrastructure Network?   
In general, no. GIN is an important network that connects different natural areas in the county. 
Any development that will impact and interrupt the connections should be reviewed thoroughly.   
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Are you in favor of implementing the Development Regulations Assessment recommendations? 
What, if any, suggestions did you make during this process so far?  
 
I would like to review DRA more thoroughly to ensure new zoning regulations for new zones will 
not adversely impact flow of traffic, safety, and quality of life of the community.  
 
 
  
Have you ever testified before the County Council? If so, describe some positions you have 
taken.   
 
Yes. I have taken a anti-sanctuary position at CB-9 2017 hearing and also a stronger APFO 
hearing last winter.  
  
The Clarion Zoning study showed we have only 1% of land in Howard County in each of B1, B2, 
M1 and M2. There continues to be a push to place high density residential development. How 
would you balance the need to retain commercial zoning with the desire for residential 
development? Are there incentives you would consider to make sure we have enough 
commercial zoning in the future, as markets change?   
 
My priority in District 2 development is Gateway Business Park development. I would focus on 
development of IT/cyber security industry, renewable energy, and urban sustainability program 
related businesses and services. Gateway Business Park has more than 900 acres of existing 
land for commercial development and I am also open to new designs of commercial and 
residential mixed use building designs to house residents and small businesses at the same 
time.  
 
Some parts of M1 and M2 sections along Route 1 have already been turned into Transit 
oriented development zones with high density housing. The challenge for TOD right now is how 
to make the new zones actually pedestrian and kids friendly so they can travel from point to 
point with minimum risk. As it stands, there are no adequate bypass or transportation methods 
that can allow pedestrians to  cross Route 1, a service road with high volume of heavy truck 
traffic safely with low risk. High density urban settings are common in many major cities in the 
world and I am not opposed to higher density development in the right sections of the district. 
However I will do everything I can to make sure all safety issues are addressed before new 
developments are built.  

  
How would you expedite or improve the Ellicott City master plan, or other storm water 
management requirements/recommendations to further protect that area? Do you believe 
downtown Ellicott City could be made ADA compliant?   
 
For Ellicott City master plan, I will push for adaptation of stronger storm water management 
requirements, the 100 year plan as a start. In addition, I will push for strict limitation on all new 



development in environmentally sensitive area around Ellicott City.  
 
Yes, I believe downtown EC could be made ADA compliant.  
 
  
Describe positions you have taken, or votes you have made which you feel are the most 
important with regard to the Council position. Describe how you championed these causes or 
how you publicized your position. Include information about any votes or positions you have 
made that you regret, or about which you feel differently.   
 
I have taken a firm position on anti-sanctuary since my first time testifying in the county council 
and I will continue to oppose any type of sanctuary policy in the county and at the state level. 
Sanctuary policy is an empty legislation that will not take Howard County forward; it will only 
divide the community and compromise public safety, all of which are detrimental to building a 
better and more welcoming community.  
 
  
How much time do you think should pass before an elected official, according to Ethics 
Laws/Regulations, can be compensated by a private company that could have benefited from 
the decisions of the official?   

  
It is not a matter or how much time. It is a matter of ethics. I cannot agree to making decisions 
as an official for just the purpose of post-term compensation. Public interest and community 
matters first.  
 
 
 
 
 
By Authority, The People’s Voice PAC, Lisa Markovitz, Treasurer 
 


