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2018 Howard County Candidate Questionnaire  

MD General Assembly  

Thank you for taking the time to fill out The People’s Voice (TPV) / Ethics Ballot 2018 Candidate 
Questionnaire which will be used in the TPV endorsement process. 

Publication: Your answers are considered “on the record.” They will be circulated to all members 
of the TPV Board and may be published on the TPV website. 

Endorsement Process: TPV will endorse in several local races for the Primary Election in 2018, 
and will likely add more races to The Ethics Ballot for the General Election. Click on the “PAC – 
Ethics Ballot” tab at www.ethicsballot.com, and Star Logo info, for further details on 
endorsement criteria. 

Please return questionnaires via email to ethicsballot@gmail.com by Thursday, March 15, 2018 
at 1:00PM.  Please email any questions you have about this questionnaire. A Board Member will 
respond.  

 

Candidate Information 

Name Courtney Watson 

Phone 443-477-3224 

WW www.CourtneyWatson9B.com 

Campaign 
Account Name 

Friends of Courtney Watson 

Treasurer Kevin Doyle 

Chairman Laura Cochran 

Manager Sean Ford 

Funds Balance 
Appx $50,000 in donations with 56% of funds from 9B residents and 
87% from Howard County residents as of 1/31/18 

 

http://www.peoplesvoicellc.org/
http://www.ethicsballot.com/
mailto:ethicsballot@gmail.com?subject=Candidate%20Questionnaire%202016%20Response
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2018 Questionnaire Howard County –  

MD Delegate and Senator Candidates 

1. Why are you running for this office?  What qualifications do you uniquely bring to 
hold this office? 
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I am running for the position of state delegate to help create solutions for citizens to 

emerging problems such as the potential loss of health insurance for Affordable Care 

Act enrollees, the loss of federal support for the environmental protection programs, 

threatened restrictions to women’s reproductive healthcare access, attempts to 

privatize public education, and inadequate gun safety regulations. 

My qualifications include my detailed knowledge of the way local county governments 
and school boards operate.  With my colleagues in the past, I helped to create 
innovative solutions to challenges in Howard County that could inform similar solutions 
at the state level.   
 
My experience in local elected office will also help me educate other state legislators as 
to why certain requests from local jurisdictions (such as the legislation to allow Boards 
of Education to terminate superintendents for cause) have merit. There are no 
members of the General Assembly that have served both on a local school board and on 
a community college board – and I believe these are valuable perspectives for a state 
delegate who will be implementing the Kirwan Commission education funding changes 
in 2019. 
 
Another unique qualification is my experience in the private sector as an insurance 
advisor to hundreds of small businesses helping protect them from risk.  It is through 
these relationships as well as helping clients recover from catastrophes, that I fully 
understand the impact of government regulations on small business.  
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2. Describe why you feel you have a viable campaign. 

My campaign is viable because I have been working with the people of District 

9B for many years and have established positive long term relationships with the 

voters I am running to represent.  

 

My interactions with residents go back to 1996 when, as an education activist, I 

organized campaigns to build new schools and limit growth.  My work as one of 

the three school advocates on the APFO committee in 2001 resulted in the 

addition of a middle school’s test and a capacity cap reduction. I enjoy problem 

solving with residents, whether working to get a traffic light at Brampton 

Parkway and New Cut road, a crosswalk at Centennial, or improve power 

reliability in Dunloggin. This support is reflected in my campaign finance report 

which in January showed that we collected hundreds of donations with 56% of 

the funds from voters that live in district 9B and 87% from voters that live in 

Howard County.   

 

We are on the fourth pass through District 9B for voter contact and the data 

from these contacts shows most voters we speak with in 9B support my 

campaign, specifically based on experiences we shared in the past.  My 

campaign is grassroots focused with a pool of 314 volunteers and lots of house 

parties, canvasses, and teamwork.  
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3. How do you believe one eliminates the appearance of conflicts regarding campaign 

contributions? 
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Public financing is the ultimate answer to avoiding any appearance of conflict and is 

something I support.  

In the absence of public financing, adherence to campaign finance laws including 

reporting all donations online and on time, and transparency, are the best ways to 

eliminate the appearance of conflict.  Transparency includes making oneself available to 

meet with anyone who has questions and explaining the rationale for votes when taken.  

Encouraging transparent decision making by the elected body is imperative. For 

example, as an activist, I was frustrated that work sessions were not televised. Once I 

was elected to the County Council, I lobbied the County Executive and other 

Councilmembers to televise work sessions, I won the support and funding for it, and 

work sessions have been televised and archived on the county website ever since.  

I believe that self-funding a campaign is not an answer to eliminating the appearance of 

conflict because self-funding limits the opportunity for economically diverse candidates 

who bring unique voices and experiences to the legislative process.  Although my 

opponent has every right to self-finance, how many citizens could afford to place 

$150,000 of their own money into a campaign to serve in the state legislature?  It 

discourages the diverse voices we need at the policy table.  

It is better to build your campaign with the financial support of a diverse group of 

voters, by convincing them that your experience, perspective, and ideas will positively 

impact their lives and the community.  A self-funded campaign circumvents this 

important step in democracy.  
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4. If you are elected, or reelected, what are your top priorities for 2019?  

My priorities for 2019 include: 

• Making sure Marylanders do not lose access to health care through the 

Affordable Care Act and if they do, ensure that Maryland is prepared with an 

alternative; 

• Ensuring our environmental progress is not diminished by federal policy changes 

including funding cuts and relaxed regulatory requirements, and that we 

continue to implement measures to combat climate change; 

• Making sure casino money does not supplant education funding, but adds to it; 

• Implementing the Kirwan commission recommendations in a fair manner that 

benefits all children; 

• Working with other legislators to make Maryland the model state in the country 

for gun safety laws.   

 

5. Do you believe that local Boards of Education in MD should have the right to 
terminate their Superintendents for cause?  

Yes. As a Board of Education member in 2005, I asked the state delegation to introduce 

similar legislation, it was introduced, and we attempted to pass it statewide. It was 

blocked by the state superintendent at the time.  

 

6. Would you be willing to sponsor a Bill that elects the Howard County Board of 
Education members by district, and voted on by district? What districts do you 
believe are best to use? Why?   

Yes.  I’m partial to forming new districts for BOE to keep partisan partnerships from 
forming with Board of Education candidates who are supposed to be running as 
nonpartisan candidates. 

7. Do you believe that local Boards of Education should control their calendars without 
mandated dates to start or end the school year? 

Yes, the local Board of Education should be making this decision.  
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8. Would you be willing to sponsor a Bill that shifts the burden of proof in Special 

Education litigation from parents/guardians to the County School System? 

Too often parents of children with special needs spend time, energy, and money trying 

to get the appropriate services for their children. The school system decides which 

services are appropriate, so it follows that there should be an accounting from the 

school system to show that those services are, in fact, appropriate.  

Placing the burden of proof on the parents is a disincentive to the school system to 

avoid litigation, something HCPSS has had a lot of in the past few years.  Ideally, the 

Board of Education would design a process that ensured that parents of children with 

special needs could resolve issues without resorting to litigation.   But should that be 

the only recourse left, several states have already placed the burden of proof with 

school systems.   

I believe that Maryland could follow suit in a way that ensured teachers were 

compensated for additional work resulting from this type of policy change.  I would 

consider sponsorship of such a bill and would work with all sides to try and find 

common ground if possible. 

9. Do you believe that development fees should be increased in Howard County? Would 
you be willing to sponsor or vote for a Bill that allows Howard County to increase 
those fees? Would you be willing to enable Howard County that right in perpetuity? 
For all, why or why not?  

Yes, I believe the County is best suited to determine the need for building excise tax 

changes because the County Executive develops the General Plan, which sets the rate 

and pace of growth, and the County Council that approves it. Building excise taxes flow 

to the capital budget for school construction and renovation.  I believe the state having 

this authority is a vestige from the past.      

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

Page 9 of 17 
 

  The People's Voice, LLC 
    Ethics Ballot ™ 
     
 

Ellicott City, MD  21042 

 
 

3205 B Corporate Court Ellicott City, MD  21042 

 
10. Do you support or oppose the Potomac Pipeline? Would you allow the 

transportation of natural gas through Maryland by pipelines? 

I oppose more gas pipelines and believe our focus should be on meeting energy needs 

with renewable energy and improved efficiency measures.   

Specifically, MDE is ready to approve a TransCanada fracked gas pipeline which would 

run through Maryland and under the Potomac River.  The risks to public health and to 

the environment are clear and made more threatening by the utility’s questionable 

safety record and recent permit violations. The construction of this pipeline 

compromises the Potomac River, the public drinking water source for the Washington 

DC metro area.  In addition, the approvals of natural gas pipelines are based on an 18-

year-old policy which permits virtually every pipeline application to proceed.   

The Natural Resources Defense Council has said that the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC) has approved more than twice as much pipeline capacity as was 

consumed in 2016.  The taking of land by eminent domain for unnecessary capacity, the 

safety and security of these pipelines, the risk to public health, and removing focus from 

investing in renewable sources of energy are a few of the reasons why I don’t believe 

supporting more gas pipelines is good public policy.  
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11. Do you support the ban on Styrofoam in carryout packaging? Would you sponsor or 

support a ban or a fee on plastic grocery bags? 

The Baltimore City Council recently voted unanimously to pass a city ban on EPS foam 

for food service use.  I believe that this is an important step forward for our bay, our 

biodiversity, and our health.  

I believe that the state should take the lead on regulating packaging including foam, 

plastic bags, as well as plastic straws which are damaging our waterways.   Local laws in 

this area can create a competitive disadvantage for businesses who are regulated 

differently in the same state because of a patchwork of laws between cities, counties 

and towns which has happened because of a lack of consensus in Annapolis.   

In creating laws which move us to environmental sustainability, we must include 

businesses (and in this example specifically food service operators) at the table and 

devise policies and implementation schedules with their involvement.   Transitioning to 

environmentally friendly packaging and implementing measures to reduce or eliminate 

plastic grocery bag use is long overdue and I will support it at the state level and 

consider sponsorship of bills that achieve these goals.  

 

12. What is your position on increased gun control? How would you go about increasing 
safety for our schools and/or other public venues? 

Although Maryland has some of the strongest common-sense gun legislation in the 
country, more needs to be done to ensure public safety.  
 
Improving background checks, better cross jurisdictional communication and increased 
age limits for purchasing guns are three ways to better control access to weapons. "Red 
Flag" laws which would allow guns to be temporarily confiscated by court order from 
those deemed to be a threat to themselves or others, hardening of our public spaces 
including secured exterior doors and metal detectors are two ways that we can better 
protect the public. Improving mental health care including mental health screenings, 
increasing access to school-based behavioral health services year round, and improving 
mental healthcare for veterans are ways to identify and treat those who need 
assistance.  Raising awareness of mental health challenges and reducing stigma are also 
important to encouraging people to seek help.  
 
Finally, finding ways to fund studies on gun violence to ensure that we are making good 
data-driven decisions is critical to our success. 
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13. Describe positions you have taken, or votes you have made, or causes you have 

championed, which you feel are the most important. Include information on any 
position or vote you regret, or about which you feel differently. 
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Saving Belmont  

In 2007 the local community college purchased Belmont, a 68-acre parcel of land in 
Elkridge with an historic manor home and suggested a more intense development of the 
property than I thought was prudent given its location adjacent to the Patapsco State 
Park.   Alone, as one member in five, on the County Council and in opposition to the 
County Executive, I strongly objected to the proposal.  I introduced a dozen or more 
amendments to the county budget (which provided partial funding for the purchase of 
Belmont to the college) to restrict the development and intensity of use.  Without my 
colleagues on the Council seeing it my way, only a couple of those amendments passed. 
My amendment that passed which proved to be critical was the one that required the 
college to give Howard County government the first right of refusal if the property was 
sold.  Just five years later, the college decided to sell, and the County Executive and the 
County Council exercised the option to purchase the land which was obtained for no 
additional cost. Belmont is now preserved as an historic and environmental gem under 
the management of the Department of Recreation and Parks for public use.  This is an 
example of the importance of independence from party and colleagues, and not being 
afraid to stand up for what one believes is in the best interest of the common good even 
if you stand alone.  

 
Power Reliability  
While working with people in the neighborhoods of Ellicott City during the aftermath 
severe storms, I learned of chronic power reliability issues in certain areas.  Power 
outages were frequent, and many people arrived home daily to blinking clocks from tiny 
interruptions in power. In 2012, community members documented these problems and 
created a formal complaint to the Public Service Commission.  Through research I 
learned that the county, if supported by the entire County Council, could join this 
complaint and provide the legal team necessary to make the case in front of the PSC.  I 
convinced the Council to join the complaint, and we added other areas throughout the 
county with similar problems through a resolution and public hearing.  By doing so, we 
saved the community thousands of dollars in legal fees and helped win a mandated 
improvement plan from the PSC which resulted in on the ground infrastructure 
upgrades that improved power reliability.  Even though this was an issue more 
appropriately handled by the state representatives because the state regulates utility 
companies, I worked to find a way that we could help solve this problem on the county 
level at the request of citizens.  
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Doughoregan Manor 
This 856-acre historical property, where one of the original signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, lived was released from a 30-year state preservation easement and the 
owners were considering selling the property for development.  The property was the 
center of the county’s greenway and its demise would have been both a major 
environmental and historical loss.  The 856 acres could be sold and developed into 
single family homes on one acre lots under the zoning that existed on the property.  
 
Working with the family, the county and state, the County Executive and County 
Council, we were able to develop a plan that saved 87% of the land in perpetuity.  635 
acres are now in the farmland preservation program forever, 74 acres are permanent 
open space, and 36 acres have been donated to the county to expand the adjacent 
Kiwanis-Wallas Park.  This plan insured that historic structures were able to be 
maintained and saved for future generations. The property now has public access to a 
farm stand that sells organically raised on the farm meat and poultry.  
 
The tradeoff was that 110 acres of the property would be used to create a 
neighborhood of new single-family homes and this raised the funds, in part, to preserve 
87% of the property.  Well and septic systems, which are not environmentally friendly 
were eliminated so that these houses could be tightly clustered to use less land and to 
connect to public water and sewer.  
 
Preserving approximately 635 acres of farm land forever, and 110 acres of open space, 
while providing 36 acres of parkland for future generations, was critically important 
accomplishment to further both environmental protection and historical preservation 
goals in Howard County.  
 
Neighborhood Preservation Program 
As a County Councilmember, I voted against more zoning regulation amendments and 
zoning cases than any other member serving with me.  These types of zoning decisions 
were often about an attempt to build new housing in new subdivisions.  I found a vexing 
problem to be infill development in established neighborhoods which did not come 
before the County Council for approval.  Legally the government could not prevent 
someone from subdividing a double lot that had been purchased years ago and selling it 
to a developer if it met the zoning requirements in place.  What often resulted was a 
new house that was not always compatible with the established neighborhood.   
 
In 2008, I introduced the concept of preserving those lots in the east and reducing infill 
incompatibility through legislation called the Neighborhood Preservation Program.  The 
idea was to allow an extra lot in an established neighborhood to be transferred to a 
larger new subdivision that would be able to incorporate it from the beginning in a way 
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that was compatible and planned.  The homeowner in the older neighborhood who 
often was selling the extra lot to fund retirement or due to illness, could be 
compensated and the land would be preserved in perpetuity.   
 
Since 2008, 73 acres of land that otherwise would have been infill development, have 
been preserved in the east through this program increasing the amount of total 
preserved land in the east to 693 acres. The program was to be evaluated every five 
years to determine if it was meeting the original goals of preserving existing 
neighborhoods by providing an option to infill development.  
 
Affordable Housing in Downtown Columbia 
One decision that, in retrospect, did not turn out as planned was the decision to create 
an affordable housing trust fund for downtown Columbia.  At the time, we were in a 
recession, and financing was difficult for commercial concerns.  The Council was advised 
by affordable housing experts and advocates that establishing an affordable housing 
trust fund would create more affordable housing as the trust fund could partner with 
commercial entities and provide financing, producing more units than could be 
produced through a simple percentage requirement. As the economy improved the 
trust fund has had trouble attracting development partners resulting in the county not 
yet meeting its affordable housing goals in downtown Columbia. The 2014-2018 Council 
addressed revisions to the program, but it remains to be seen if the affordable housing 
goals, which are critically important, are met.  
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14. Choose from topics below on womens’ rights and describe your positions, especially 

regarding any MD law you believe needs changing.  

   Employment (wage disparities, family leave) 

   Safety (human trafficking, domestic abuse) 

   Reproductive health 

Reproductive healthcare is fundamental to a woman’s health and wellbeing.  I do not 

believe government should interfere in what are intensely private decisions for women 

and I don’t believe government should regulate birth control and pregnancy.  Access to 

care for all women is the greatest challenge we face in Maryland on this issue, 

particularly for women who are economically disadvantaged.   

Attempts to dismantle the Affordable Care Act that provides access to a full range of 

reproductive healthcare is something that the Maryland General Assembly needs to 

guard against, and should Marylanders lose the ACA, we must provide an alternative.  

State laws providing for freedom of choice are under attack across the country.  We 

must defend the 1992 Freedom of Choice Act in Maryland, as well as defend the 

inclusion of contraception coverage in health insurance plans. A decrease in births by 

young single women is a positive outcome of access to free birth control.   

I believe the penalties for people who obstruct or impede another person’s passage or 

entrance to a medical facility are woefully in adequate at $1,000 fine and I would 

support stiffer consequences.   I support new legislation to allow pharmacists to 

prescribe and dispense birth control.  Finally, as a state we must provide better support 

of parenting workers, including sick leave and break time for women who are 

breastfeeding and need to pump breast milk for their infant.  
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15. How would you improve community living opportunities for people with disabilities? 

Howard County lacks community living opportunities for people with disabilities, as well 

as transportation, employment, and social inclusion opportunities.  Many families 

choose to live in Howard County for access Howard County school programs for children 

with intellectual or physical disabilities. Unfortunately, once the child ages out of the 

school system, the options for young adults are limited and, in some cases, young adults 

regress in an inappropriate setting.  There needs to be a continuum of programs for 

adults with disabilities to match the wide range of disabilities in our population.   

The state and county can do more to establish additional partnerships with nonprofits 

and the private sector to expand the community living, transportation, employment, 

and social inclusion opportunities.  Better advocacy in the General Assembly is needed 

to provide adequate housing (both group and independent) for young adults and adults 

with disabilities; adequate care and support for independent living including assuring 

access to health care and mental health care;  assuring safety and security; providing 

assistive devices and technology for quality of life, including communication aids and 

mobility assistance; provision of living wages or meaningful volunteer opportunities and 

access to safe transportation.  

   These are all issues that need more attention and advocacy on the state level in 

partnership with the county, nonprofits, and the private sector.  I will be an active 

advocate for these issues.  
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16. How much time do you believe should pass before it is allowed, in Ethics Regulations, 

before a prior elected official can be compensated by a private company that could 
have benefited from the decisions of that official? 

There is a provision of the ethics code that was updated in 2012 that governs post-

employment and so I assume this is the basis of your question.  This provision states 

that “a former official or employee may not assist or represent any party other than the 

county (or state) for compensation if that matter is one in which the former official or 

employee significantly participated as an official”. This is a lifetime ban and I support it.  

In addition to that provision, there is a one-year restriction of representing another 

party for compensation in a matter that is subject to any legislative action in the body in 

which you served.  I would support increasing this limit.  In regulating post-employment 

provisions, the state ethics commission guidance requires identification of matters in 

which the individual had significant involvement in the context of his or her official 

duties.  

 

17. Have you ever testified before the MD General Assembly? If so, describe positions 
you have taken. 

Yes, I have testified several times in Annapolis over the years.  For example, I testified 

on giving the right to Boards of Education to terminate their superintendents as well as 

the legislation that finally passed to add gender identity as a protected class in the civil 

rights law. In that case, I assured the committee that there had been no negative 

impacts in Howard County when the local legislation that I sponsored was passed. I also 

was present for Grace’s law which is a law that provides penalties for cyberbullying and 

is named after a Howard County student who tragically took her own life after being a 

victim of relentless online bullying.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Authority, The People’s Voice PAC, Lisa Markovitz, Treasurer 


