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Candidate: Bob Flanagan 

1. Why are you running for this office?  What qualifications do you uniquely bring to hold this 

office? 

I am seeking re-election to the House of Delegates to serve the people of Ellicott City in a 

bipartisan and pragmatic fashion. Ellicott City has been my home for over 25 years. My purposes 

is to benefit not  only Ellicott City voters but our children. They are our future and providing 

them with the best possible education is our highest aspiration . My service takes the form of 

 working hard to be accessible and listening to voters, learning what is important to them and 

their families, representing their values and being strategic in improving our Ellicott City quality 

of life. One of my most important and unique qualifications is my record of four years 

successfully working  with our Governor Larry Hogan , County Executive Allan Kittleman and 

Council Member, John Weinstein. The tragic Ellicott City flood demanded that we work without 

regard to political consideration or partisan advantage to facilitate healing, repairing, rebuilding, 

restoring and promoting Historic Ellicott City. I am proud to have played an important role in its 

heroic resurgence.  

2. Describe why you feel you have a viable campaign. 

I want voters to know that my re-election will allow me to continue to work in a pragmatic , bi-

partisan manner to achieve sound public finances at the state and local level, promote public 

education and school safety, continue to clean up the Chesapeake Bay and maintain Maryland 

leadership in environmental stewardship, end partisan gerrymandering and improve our Ellicott 

City quality of life. My campaign depends on reaching out to voters door to door, listening to 

them and respecting their views. To do this, I will knock on between 8,000 to 10,000 doors and 

be waiving at commuters, as a reminder of the importance of their participating in the election.  

3. How do you believe one eliminates the appearance of conflicts regarding campaign 

contributions? 

My campaign depends on working hard by knocking on doors and waiving at commuters, not 

raising campaign contributions. This direct contact and hard work makes me independent of my 

contributors. In my prior races, my opponents have raised more money from contributors than I 

have. My six winning elections are the result of outworking my opponent and going straight to 

the citizens. 
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 4. If you are elected, or reelected, what are your top priorities for 2019?  

Some of my top priorities, I can tell you now. Others will come to me as I talk to voters, door to 

door.  

School Construction Funding and Gambling Revenue Lockbox: During the 2018 legislative 

session,  I worked with Governor Hogan and my legislative colleagues to 

achieve a legal commitment to dramatically increase school construction funds and put a 

proposed constitutional amendment on the ballot  to put  gambling revenues in a "lock 

box". When the slot machine gambling bill was passed in 2007, it was marketed as a way to 

supplement K-12 education funding. The legislation was a constitutional amendment, and when 

citizens voted to approve the bill through referendum, they thought they would be increasing 

education spending. But the devil was in the details. There was nothing in the bill that required 

additional spending, it only required the funds be used for education. As a result, the new 

revenues from gambling came in to supplant rather than supplement education funding. It is 

important to ensure the casino revenue is used in the way that voters were told it would be. To 

keep the promise that gambling revenue would provide supplemental education funding, the 

General Assembly passed SB 1122 – This Constitutional Amendment requires that the 

commercial gaming revenues that are dedicated to public education be used as supplemental 

education funding. This supplemental funding is phased in beginning in FY 2020. Beginning in 

FY 2023, 100% of the commercial gaming revenues dedicated to public education must be used 

for supplemental funding. In order for this Constitutional Amendment to take effect, the voters of 

Maryland must approve it on the ballot in the November election. 

Once both of these commitments are in place, fiscal discipline will be required to make sure that 

our promises are kept. This will one of my highest priorities.  

  

Education Inspector General: For too long, headlines across the state have been riddled with 

stories of fraud, corruption, theft, and negligence that have occurred within our school systems. 

No region of the state is immune and our children deserve better. In Howard County, abuses 

have included grade fixing, mold in schools, and refusals to comply with public information act 

requests. With this in mind, I co-sponsored Governor Hogan’s Accountability in Education Act 

of 2018. This was a direct response to the widespread accountability concerns from parents, 

students, and teachers involving school systems across the state due to recent and repeated 

allegations of wrongdoing and mismanagement. This bill would have created an Office of the 



  

 

 

Page 3 of 8 

 

  The People's Voice, LLC 
    Ethics Ballot ™ 

     

 

Ellicott City, MD  21042 

 

 

3205 B Corporate Court Ellicott City, MD  21042 

 State Education Investigator General, which would be an independent unit within the Maryland 

State Department of Education. The Inspector General would be responsible for investigating 

complaints of unprofessional, improper, or illegal conduct on matters including procurement, 

education assets, graduation requirements, grading, education facilities, and school budgets. 

Unfortunately, this legislation did not pass. There were several other bills dealing with school 

accountability that passed the House but never came out of the Senate. Therefore, I will continue 

to fight for the creation of an Office of the State Education Investigator General.  

Redistricting Reform - Maryland is home to one of the most gerrymandered Congressional 

Districts in the United States as are our legislative districts equally as upsetting.  

Governor Hogan created the bipartisan Redistricting Reform Commission by Executive Order in 

2015. This commission was tasked with examining Maryland’s redistricting process with the 

goal of fully reforming this process and giving this authority to an independent, nonpartisan 

commission. For the last three years, the Governor introduced legislation based on the 

recommendations of the Redistricting Reform Commission. The bill, which I strongly supported, 

would put both Congressional and legislative redistricting in the hands of a transparent,  non-

partisan, commission. Yet again this year, a House committee killed the bill with a party-line 

vote. I will continue to work with Governor Hogan and reform minded Democrats to achieve 

redistricting reform in Congressional, state and local elections.  

 

5. Do you believe that local Boards of Education in MD should have the right to terminate their 

Superintendents for cause?  

Yes, absolutely in all counties like Howard in which the members are elected.  

6. Would you be willing to sponsor a Bill that elects the Howard County Board of Education 

members by district, and voted on by district? What districts do you believe are best to 

use? Why?  

Generally speaking, I support the idea of election by district. The devil is in the details as far as 

what types of districts I would support. If we can establish a process of drawing districts for 

election of the Howard County Council members that is non partisan and free of partisan 

gerrymandering, I will support the use of the same districts for the Board of Education.  

7. Do you believe that local Boards of Education should control their calendars without 
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 mandated dates to start or end the school year? 

During the 2018 legislative session, I supported bipartisan emergency legislation that will loosen 

restrictions on setting dates for the end of the school year. I look forward to hearing from my 

constituents on the state requirement that the start date of the school year be after Labor Day.   

8. Would you be willing to sponsor a Bill that shifts the burden of proof in Special Education 

litigation from parents/guardians to the County School System? 

I understand bills of this type have been filed but not been given a favorable report by the 

Committees with jurisdiction. Before, I agreed to sponsor such a bill, I would need a better 

understanding of the positions of both the proponents and opponents. However, I support the 

intent behind reforms to make the process more fair and serve the best interest of children with 

specials educational needs.  

9. Do you believe that development fees should be increased in Howard County? Would you be 

willing to sponsor or vote for a Bill that allows Howard County to increase those fees? Would 

you be willing to enable Howard County that right in perpetuity? For all, why or why not? 

Yes, development fees are low and should be increased. I would need to better understand the 

recent action by the County Council before I gave them more power. In particular, I do not 

understand why they want to single out and create a  unique exception for growth of low and 

moderate income housing.  My understanding is that actions by the 2010 Council led to an 

explosion of unmanageable growth in the Route 1 and Ilchester Road Corridors. I see this recent 

action perpetuating that problem. Nevertheless I am open to discussing these issues with the new 

Council.  

10. Do you support or oppose the Potomac Pipeline? Would you allow the transportation of 

natural gas through Maryland by pipelines? 

I have supported legislation to promote clean renewable energy, ban fracking, and Increase 

electric vehicle ownership. My goal is to hasten the 100% reliance on clean energy. In the 

meantime, the shift to natural gas has improved our air quality and reduced emissions that are 

leading to global warming.  Until we can reach the 100% goal, we must  find ways to safely 

transport natural gas. I am open to different options for doing this in the safest manner.  

11. Do you support the ban on styrofoam in carryout packaging? Would you sponsor or support a 

ban or a fee on plastic grocery bags? 
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 Legislation of this type will have to carefully crafted to be effective and pragmatic. My support 

and/or willingness to sponsor, would depend on the details in any such bill.  

12. What is your position on increased gun control? How would you go about increasing safety 

for our schools and/or other public venues? 

During the 2018 legislative session, I voted for legislation that takes weapons out of the hands of 

unstable individuals and allowed them to be taken for psychological evaluation using  a judicial 

process; banned possession of bump stocks; reformed the  process by which permits are granted 

to carry weapons and established prohibitions of weapons on university campuses and ensured 

that convicted  domestic violence offenders relinquish weapons.  

 

 

I supported Governor Hogan’s extensive package of immediate and long-term funding for school 

safety capital improvements - as well as resources to help locals with security threats, counseling 

services, and school resource officers. I proudly joined the Governor as he signed this into law. 

These proposals were largely landmark, bipartisan pieces of legislation, that will provide true 

state and local oversight, partnership, and funding to improve school safety and provide training 

and resources for personnel to protect our kids. 

  

13. Describe positions you have taken, or votes you have made, or causes you have championed, 

which you feel are the most important. Include information on any position or vote you regret, or 

about which you feel differently. 

“Parties work together to solve some of state’s most difficult issues” 

-Baltimore Sun 4/10/2018 

 

 

This is the remarkable headline the morning after the 2018 legislative session ended, especially 

in a time of partisan divisiveness.  

As we started this legislative session I joined with Governor Hogan to put politics aside and 

focus on the policies and initiatives that Marylander’s truly care about. We pledged to work in a 

bi-partisan manner across both the legislative and executive branches of government. 
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On the first day of session and every day since, I have subscribed to Governor Hogan’s statement 

that “the politics can wait” and for the most part the politics have been put on hold in Annapolis. 

We legislators had a choice to make - act like the politicians in Washington D.C., dig into our 

partisan camps, and get nothing done or rise above the fray and lead this state with commitment 

and integrity. 

Thankfully, this session, we chose the latter. When we play on the same team Maryland wins - 

and this legislative session was a major win for Marylanders. It was a common sense session and 

Maryland won. 

 

 

Our Legislative package included over 30 pieces of legislation that the Hogan Administration 

introduced, nearly all of which have been passed by the General Assembly in some form. It also 

included legislation advocating for education, school safety, gun safety, the environment, 

animals rights, internet privacy and safety, and economic development.  

 

 

One of my principle missions this year was to protect historic Ellicott City from flooding and 

revitalize small businesses on Main Street. I was proud to lead this bi-partisan effort, along with 

County Executive Kittleman, Councilman Jon Weinstein, and Senator Gail Bates.   

Working with Governor Hogan, Howard County obtained $750,000 for Ellicott City flood 

control projects. My proposal for stricter flood control standards for any re-development projects 

in Historic Ellicott City garnered enthusiastic support from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. 

Unfortunately however, this bill ran out of time on the last day of session, but has such universal 

support that I am eager to get it passed next session. My collaboration with the Historic Ellicott 

City Flood Work Group, established by Executive Kittleman and Councilman Weinstein, and 

preservation advocates has initiated an in depth discussion about making Main Street more 

resilient, without sacrificing its historic charm. 

Additionally this session, I prioritized consumer protection, assisting students with traumatic 

brain injury and alleviating asthma hot spots. Important progress was achieved in each of these 

areas. 

This was only possible because we didn’t focus on scoring political points or taking credit, we 
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 focused on the best ideas from both sides of the aisle and we were willing to compromise to get 

them passed. 

 

 

I am proud to work with the Governor, and my colleagues from both parties, and focus on the 

issues that are important to Marylanders. Unlike Washington – we truly got things done. 

  

14. Choose from topics below on womens’ rights and describe your positions, especially 

regarding any MD law you believe needs changing.  

  Employment (wage disparities, family leave) 

  Safety (human trafficking, domestic abuse) 

  Reproductive health 

The topics which I am most familiar are the safety of women . In my private law practice, I have 

represented women who are victims of domestic violence. I have and will support legislative 

action to improve the education of judges in identifying and protecting women and children from 

perpetrators. I have and will support adding the crime of  harassment to the grounds for obtaining 

a protective order.  

In the 2015 session I introduced a bill that became a Howard County bill to license message 

parlors to facilitate police enforcement against human trafficking and have supported legislation 

for equal pay and increasing the number of women in board rooms. 

15. How would you improve community living opportunities for people with disabilities? 

The best way to improve community living opportunities is added funding to reduce the waiting 

list for independent living and promoting public private partnerships to offer more employment 

opportunities.  

As Secretary of Transportation, we undertook a successful effort to improve transportation 

services for persons with special needs. This is an important resource to support community 

living.  

16. How much time do you believe should pass before it is allowed, in Ethics Regulations, 
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 before a prior elected official can be compensated by a private company that could have 

benefited from the decisions of that official? 

In the Executive branch there is a lifetime prohibition in some instances. I consider this 

appropriate. For legislators the ban is one year. I have not seen any proposals to increase this but 

would be open to considering one. The abuse that I am most aware of relates to  staff 

of a presiding officer becoming lobbyists. This is a serious problem and  I would consider any 

reasonable  solution . The problem is that the presiding officer involved will not allow this type 

of reform.  

17. Have you ever testified before the MD General Assembly? If so, describe positions you have 

taken. 

I have testified on countless bills as a bill sponsor.  Recent positions are covered in my answers 

to other questions.  

 

 


