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2018 Howard County Candidate Questionnaire  

– County Council  

Thank you for taking the time to fill out The People’s Voice (TPV) / Ethics Ballot 2018 Candidate 
Questionnaire which will be used in the TPV endorsement process. 

Publication: Your answers are considered “on the record.” They will be circulated to members 
and may be published on the TPV website. 

Endorsement Process: TPV will endorse in several local races for the Primary Election in 2018, 
and will likely add more races to The Ethics Ballot for the General Election. Go to 
www.ethicsballot.com, “Ethics Ballot” tab, and click on “Criteria/Logos”, for further details on 
endorsement criteria. 

Please return questionnaires via email to ethicsballot@gmail.com by Thursday, March 15, 2018 
at 1:00PM.  We will acknowledge receipt of the returned questionnaire. Please email any 
questions you have and a Board Member will respond.  

 

Candidate Information 

Name Jim Walsh 

Phone 443-857-0653 

Website www.jimwalsh4hoco.com 

Campaign 
Account Name 

Citizens for Jim Walsh 

Treasurer Teresa Sanders 

Chairman Barbara Nye 

Campaign 
Manager 

(No one designated as such) 

Funds Balance $9500 

 

 

http://www.peoplesvoicellc.org/
http://www.ethicsballot.com/
mailto:ethicsballot@gmail.com?subject=Candidate%20Questionnaire%202016%20Response
http://www.jimwalsh4hoco.com/
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Questionnaire - County Council Candidates 

1. Why are you running for this office?  What qualifications do you uniquely bring to 
hold this office? 

 

I have been involved in Howard County civic affairs since 1984 (with a gap of about 
twelve years when our daughters were younger).  My ten years of service on the Board 
of Appeals, where I learned a lot about County land use and zoning, was an eye-opener, 
and prompted my run for Council.  I saw first-hand that the playing field is not level; it’s 
tilted against citizens.  I also learned about a lot of arcane regulations buried in our 
zoning code that are obviously targeted to benefit one person.  I also served on the 
Charter Review Commission in 2011, and there learned the mechanics of County 
government. 

2. Describe why you feel you have a viable campaign. 

 

I have been practicing law (estates and trusts, and taxation) in Howard County since 
1995.  I have an extensive client base in Howard County and beyond.  I am also licensed 
as a CPA, so I have maintained professional involvement in both CPA and bar 
associations.  Through my long participation in civic affairs, I already know most of the 
elected officials in Howard County.  I am now meeting voters individually and through 
community organizations. 

3. How do you believe one eliminates the appearance of conflicts regarding campaign 
contributions? 

 

By maintaining one’s integrity:  A campaign is like a business, in that one cannot 
become overly dependent on any one customer (i.e., supporter) or group of customers 
(i.e., an industry).  I have sought support from my network of friends, family and clients 
who already know me and who are not seeking any special favors from the County.  I 
am not beholden to any particular individual, group or politician. 

4. If you are elected, or reelected, what are your top priorities for 2019?  
 

The budget:  The APFO revisions will cause some short-term financial pressures on the 
County.  The County will loose some up-front revenue it previously received from 
(over)development, even though it will save money in the mid- or long-term.  But we 
will face a couple of years of belt-tightening as we make the transition. 
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5. How would you have voted on the APFO bills, and the amendments regarding roads 
tests, affordable housing, capacity limits, and categories to add to APFO? If seeking 
reelection please discuss your votes and reasons. In 2019, would you sponsor 
legislation to implement any positions you herein outlined, that differ from current 
law?  
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I supported CB-1 2018.  Here is my previously published statement regarding the 
proposed amendments: 

#1 - Limit the redistribution of residential units to final developments plans that are not 
using CEPPAs (community enhancements, programs and public amenities) - SUPPORT 

#2 - Allow higher capacity limits for individual schools where such school's region is 
under 100% capacity or, in the case of high schools, the region is under 105% capacity - 
SUPPORT WITH MODIFICATION: The amendment limits the capacity increase to 5% for 
individual elementary and middle schools, but has no limit to the increase for high 
schools. I believe the 5% limit should apply to high schools as well. 

#3 - Create a process to balance schools and affordable housing - OPPOSE: The process 
strikes me as quite subjective and potentially opens a huge loophole to APFO. 

#4 - Increase re-testing provisions for school capacity from 3 years to 6 years - SUPPORT 
WITH MODIFICATION: I believe doubling the testing period in one feel swoop is too 
drastic. I support an increase to 4 years now. 

#5 - Modify roads test provisions - MOSTLY OPPOSE: this amendment has four major 
components (1) increase the limit for the lowest level of review from 50 peak hour trips 
to 99 (NO); (2) decrease the area limits for traffic analysis from 2 miles to 1.5 miles 
(NO); (3) changing the intersections to be analyzed from signalized intersections to 
intersection of two major collector or higher level roads (NO); (4) develop a procedure 
where the DPZ may extend or reduce the traffic impact study area after a meeting with 
the developer (YES, BUT, there needs to be some process to allow community input in 
any such decision). 

#6 - Delays application of the capacity test for high schools for 4 years - OPPOSE 

#7 - Lowers school capacity limits for elementary schools to 100% (from 105%), middle 
schools to 105% (from 110%) and high schools to 110% (from 115%) - SUPPORT WITH 
MODIFICATION: I consistently testified in favor of racheting down the limits over time. I 
believe this provision should have an effective date 4 years in the future. 

#8 - Include police, fire and health care in APFO analysis - SUPPORT WITH 
MODIFICATION: I have consistently testified in favor of expanding APFO to police and 
fire; they are provided by County government. Howard County General Hospital is not a 
government agency, and we should not cede government decisions to a non-
governmental agency, so the health care component should be deleted.  

 

I would be in favor of enacting amendment #2, and repealing amendment #3. 
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6. Did you seek the endorsement of the MD Builders Assn? Did you meet with the MD 
Builders Assn, wherein you noted how you would vote, or would have voted, on 
APFO Bills or amendments? If so, what positions did you communicate? 

 

I have not sought the Builders endorsement.  I have not met with the Builders 
Association.  I would not refuse to meet with the Builders Association (or any other 
constituency), but I would tell them my position on APFO the same as noted above. 

 

7. Do you believe the HCPSS budget should have a lower level of increase, or be fully 
funded? If fully funded, where do you suggest the County budget cut elsewhere to 
accommodate? If lowered, where do you suggest the HCPSS budget be cut? 

 

Our school population is expected to increase about 2% next year.  The superintendent 
proposed a total operating budget of $850.7 million, $594.5M from the County (both a 
3.9% increase from the total $819.1M operating budget and $572.9M County 
contribution from the prior year).  Of that increase, $8.9M was designated as a down 
payment on underfunded employee health care (which I completely support), and 
$3.1M for 68 special education teachers (which I am relieved that HCPSS is addressing).  
That responsible budget I fully support.  The Board instead approved a whopping $906.8 
million operating budget (up 10.7% from the prior year’s $819.1M), including $645.1 
million from the County (up 12.6% from the prior year’s $572.9M).  The Board’s budget 
comes in around $1,000 higher PER STUDENT than the superintendent’s proposal.  I am 
appalled that some of the Board members who were complicit in the previous 
superintendent’s reckless spending, and diverting money from the health care fund, are 
now among those complaining most about the County not providing enough money.  As 
previously mentioned, our budget is going to be the 800 pound gorilla of County 
government for the next few years; everyone will need to sacrifice. 

 

8. Do you believe developer fees should be increased in the County? Do you believe 
developers should be allowed to voluntarily pay increased school fees to proceed in 
closed school districts? If so, at what levels? 
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I believe developer fees should be increased only if coupled with an offsetting decrease 
in property taxes.  Howard County already has the highest average property tax bill In 
Maryland, and our local income tax rate is at the highest level allowed by state law.  
Recognizing that APFO only stops development for a limited number of years, I think we 
should look at allowing some development in “barely closed areas” to be allocated by a 
free-market auction, so that the County can garner the true market value of 
development fees up front from an area that will be re-opened to development in a few 
years anyway. 

9. Do you believe the current annual residential allocations unit maximums are too 
high, too low, or should be unchanged? If you believe they should be changed are 
you willing to sponsor legislation in 2019 to do so?  

 

I am satisfied with our current annual residential allocations. 

10. Do you believe there should be an increased number of Council Members? If so, 
how many, and how do you propose they be elected? 

 

This matter was discussed by the Charter Review Commission in 2011.  I might be 
amenable to expanding the Council to 7 members, ONLY IF all Council members are 
elected by district rather than at-large.  We have a unicameral legislature at the County 
government level; we should not create two classes of legislators in a unicameral 
legislature. 

11. What is your position on TIF’s, and specifically the TIF for Downtown 
Columbia/Howard Hughes? What is your position on how much affordable housing 
should be required by Howard Hughes (HH) on their own property? Many believe 
the norm being 10-15%, and HH is providing 4%, discuss. 

 

I am opposed to TIFs in general in Howard County.  I believe that Howard County is 
attractive enough to developers that we don’t need the added incentives.  That said, 
however, as I previously testified before Council, once we have granted a TIF it would be 
irresponsible for the County to try to revoke it later.  Business needs a certain level of 
predictability, and one of the surest way to discourage businesses from coming to the 
County is to make up the laws as we go. 

12. What do you believe are the best methods to use to provide affordable housing? 
What do you see as any current difficulties in accomplishing those goals? 
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Affordable housing should address the needs of our older residents and residents with 
disabilities who are truly unable to provide for themselves.  I would continue our 
programs of requiring and/or incentivizing developers to include a certain level of 
affordable housing to meet these needs. 

13. Do you believe Howard County should be a sanctuary County?  

 

No.  As we saw with the introduction of CB 9-2017, the people most offended by the 
proposed sanctuary legislation were the legal immigrants who played by the rules, filled 
out mounds of paperwork, waited for years and paid thousands of dollars of fees to 
immigrate to the U.S. legally.  One of the unintended consequences of sanctuary 
legislation is that it sometimes protects violent gang members and human traffickers, 
who prey primarily on other undocumented immigrants, hurting the very people 
sanctuary legislation was supposed to help.  None of the public testimony in support of 
CB 9-2017 could point to any existing problems with County police or government.  
Moreover, the legislation as written was filled with a number of general rules, followed 
by exceptions, and with exceptions to exceptions, that were so confusing that County 
employees could almost be guaranteed to violate them in some fashion or other, 
exposing the County to liability either if (1) someone who should have been detained 
was wrongfully released, or (2) someone who should have been released was 
wrongfully detained. 

14. Do you support allowing developers to build residences on parkland, whether by 
swap, gift or purchase? 

 

I would be very reluctant to do so, but I also know one can never say never.  There could 
be foreseeable circumstances where such a swap or sale could be in the County’s best 
interest. 

15. Would you support restricted development in areas that the County has designated 
as part of the Green Infrastructure Network? 

 

Yes, as long as the County does not take a property owner’s rights without just 
compensation. 

16. Are you in favor of implementing the Development Regulations Assessment 
recommendations? What, if any, suggestions did you make during this process so far? 
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I’ve attended the Clarion Associates presentations, and I find their recommended 
approach intriguing.  I’m in favor of the concept of simplifying (if that’s possible) our 
zoning regulations.  I know that we are potentially opening up a can of worms whenever 
we start talking about amending our zoning regulations, but it makes sense to do so. 

17. Have you ever testified before the County Council? If so, describe some positions you 
have taken. 

 

Yes, many times:  sanctuary legislation (opposed), mulching (supported with 
amendments), APFO (supported with amendments), repeal of Downtown Columbia TIF 
(opposed), calculation of deadlines for legislation (supported), pay increases for County 
Council (opposed), revisions to council procedures for spokespersons (opposed), and 
several others. 

18. The Clarion Zoning study showed we have only 1% of land in Howard County in each 
of B1, B2, M1 and M2. There continues to be a push to place high density residential 
development. How would you balance the need to retain commercial zoning with the 
desire for residential development? Are there incentives you would consider to make 
sure we have enough commercial zoning in the future, as markets change? 

 

Commercial and industrial development is a more lucrative tax base for the County: 
Businesses do not send kids to County schools, and generate far more tax revenue than 
they consume in services.  We need to protect our commercial and industrial tax bases as 
much as possible.  We have seen the unintended consequences of over-crowed schools 
and roads from higher-density development, especially in eastern Howard County.  I 
would consider re-zoning some residential parcels, particularly high-density residential, 
as commercial. 

19. How would you expedite or improve the Ellicott City master plan, or other storm 
water management requirements/recommendations to further protect that area? Do 
you believe downtown Ellicott City could be made ADA compliant? 

 

Having attended one of the presentations on the Master Plan, I believe the County has 
done a pretty gob job in identifying problem areas.  I think the County should be doing 
more stormwater management in upstream areas to relieve some of the pressure on old 
Ellicott City.  Downtown Ellicott City should be made ADA compliant where feasible.  It 
will, however, be impossible to make an 18th century town fully ADA compliant without 
destroying much of its historical character. 
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20. Describe positions you have taken, or votes you have made which you feel are the 
most important with regard to the Council position. Describe how you championed 
these causes or how you publicized your position. Include information about any 
votes or positions you have made that you regret, or about which you feel differently. 

 

I vocally opposed CB 9-2017, and worked with a number of other individuals to defeat 
that ill-conceived and divisive legislation.  I testified in favor of the recently-enacted CB 1-
2018, and worked with a number of fellow citizens, many of a different political 
persuasion than my own, to do so.  While on the Board of Appeals, I had to make some 
difficult decisions that have displeased some groups.  However, I based my Board of 
Appeals votes on the law as written, not on my personal opinions nor on the personal 
opinions of others.  I can’t say that I regret any of those decisions because I did my duty 
as entrusted to me by Council, although I may now face some political repercussions 
from certain quarters.  I am proud that although I was the only Republican on the Board 
of Appeals during my ten-year tenure, I was elected as chair four times by my colleagues. 

21. How much time do you think should pass before an elected official, according to 
Ethics Laws/Regulations, can be compensated by a private company that could have 
benefitted from the decisions of the official? 

 

I think three years would be an appropriate period to ensure that an elected official’s 
judgment would not be clouded by the prospect of future compensation. 

 
By Authority, The People’s Voice PAC, Lisa Markovitz, Treasurer 
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Supplemental Question: 

"Please state your views about CB21 (Mulching Bill) below." 

https://apps.howardcountymd.gov/olis/LegislationDetail.aspx?LegislationID=3016  

 

Response: 
SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

CB21-2018 

James D. Walsh 

April 16, 2018 

 

I am opposed to "industrial mulching", but as is often the case, the devil is in the details. One 

resident's "industrial mulching" could be another resident's "regular agricultural use". My 

opinion is that regularly trucking in, processing, and trucking out, wood and compost material is 

indicative of a non-agricultural industrial operation as opposed to an agricultural use. 

 

I have heard many people who want to ban mulching and composting outright in agricultural 

areas. However, I have heard no mention of the unintended consequence that residents could face 

if the County tried to shut down existing mulching and composting operations completely. Right 

now, we have a gray area of law as to whether or not mulching and composting is “agricultural”. 

As the members of Council know, an important exception to zoning law is the concept of "pre-

existing use". Basically, if a use was legally allowed under the zoning code when the use began, 

but a subsequent zoning change prohibits that use on the property, that owner (and his 

successors) are grandfathered in under the old rules and may continue the now otherwise-

prohibited use indefinitely. Moreover, because the owner must continue the use to keep their pre-

existing use exception, the owner is actually encouraged to engage in practices that many people 

might find objectionable. Anyone seeking to ban industrial mulching and composting in 

agricultural areas should pause for moment to consider whether they are willing to roll the dice 

on whether or not some court may find that, yes, mulching and composting as now practiced are 

agricultural uses. 

 

Adding reasonable regulations, however, protects the public interest without the same risk of 

Inadvertently grandfathering unsafe and unsound practices. One of the most important aspects 

about CB 21 is the usefulness of applying a set of objective standards and regulations designed to 

protect the public health and safety. 

 

Composting produces soil enhancements that help produce crops with naturally rich organic 

matter, reducing the need for petroleum-based supplements. Mulch is another by product of yard 

wastes and biodegradable materials, which many home owners use on their property to help 

prevent weed growth and to preserve soil moisture. Mulching and composting, properly done, 

are sound ecological practices that keep biodegradable waste from clogging up our limited waste 

facilities. 

https://apps.howardcountymd.gov/olis/LegislationDetail.aspx?LegislationID=3016

