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2018 Howard County Candidate Questionnaire  

– County Council  

Thank you for taking the time to fill out The People’s Voice (TPV) / Ethics Ballot 2018 Candidate 
Questionnaire which will be used in the TPV endorsement process. 

Publication: Your answers are considered “on the record.” They will be circulated to members 
and may be published on the TPV website. 

Endorsement Process: TPV will endorse in several local races for the Primary Election in 2018, 
and will likely add more races to The Ethics Ballot for the General Election. Go to 
www.ethicsballot.com, “Ethics Ballot” tab, and click on “Criteria/Logos”, for further details on 
endorsement criteria. 

Please return questionnaires via email to ethicsballot@gmail.com by Monday, March 15, 2018 at 
1:00PM.  We will acknowledge receipt of the returned questionnaire. Please email any questions 
you have and a Board Member will respond.  

 

Candidate Information 

Name Raj Kathuria 

Phone 443-739-6077 

Website www.vote4Raj.com 

Campaign 
Account Name 

Friends for Raj Kathuria 

Treasurer Diane Rudis 

Chairman Raj Kathuria 

Campaign 
Manager 

Click here to enter text. 

Funds Balance $14000 

 

http://www.peoplesvoicellc.org/
http://www.ethicsballot.com/
mailto:ethicsballot@gmail.com?subject=Candidate%20Questionnaire%202016%20Response
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Questionnaire - County Council Candidates 

1. Why are you running for this office?  What qualifications do you uniquely bring to 
hold this office? 

I have lived in Howard County for more than thirty years.  My family and I live in Ellicott 
City with our three children.  I am a small business owner.  I owned Bistro Blanc, a 
restaurant in Glenelg and am currently a partner in Kathuria Flynn Team of Keller 
Williams Integrity, a real estate company.  I believe in maintaining diversity in Howard 
County and setting a path for those who want to work hard to help them succeed.  I am 
the director of a community organization called the Indian Origin Network of Howard 
County and a founding member of the Howard County Multicultural Center.  I believe in 
giving back to the community and I decided to run for office to help push Howard 
County forward. 
 

2. Describe why you feel you have a viable campaign. 

Because I know the issues voters in the district care about and I’m focused on working 
on their behalf. As I go door to door I hear from voters about their concerns with 
education and land use.  In addition, I am committed to securing a location and the 
resources for a new high school to reduce overcrowding.  As a problem solver, I will 
work with the community and be their advocate to return the power to the constituents 
in District 1. 

3. How do you believe one eliminates the appearance of conflicts regarding campaign 
contributions? 

“Integrity” to do the right thing! I am blessed to have the support of my friends and 
family members, so I do not have to rely on funding my campaign through developer 
funds.  In addition, I believe in full disclosure and I am focused on doing what is best for 
the constituents. 

4. If you are elected, or reelected, what are your top priorities for 2019?  

There are lot of issues on horizon that would need attention in 2019. Schools will be the 
number 1 priority, I will do what is necessary to get high school thirteen started quickly 
and get another high school in the works for Elkridge. Land Development Regulation 
Assessment phase 1 is complete and we should start the next phase of rewriting and 
fixing the regulations. As I noted earlier, I’m focused on common sense land use not just 
agreeing to a developer’s request.  
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5. How would you have voted on the APFO bills, and the amendments regarding roads 

tests, affordable housing, capacity limits, and categories to add to APFO? If seeking 
reelection please discuss your votes and reasons. In 2019,  would you sponsor 
legislation to implement any positions you herein outlined, that differ from current 
law?  

APFO as passed will have financial constraints on the County finances and we will have 
to further tighten our belts. This will also hinder in further adding new schools. 

In terms of proposed amendments for CB1-2018: 

#1 - Limit the redistribution of residential units to final developments plans that are not 

using CEPPAs (community enhancements, programs and public amenities) - YES 

#2 - Allow higher capacity limits for individual schools where such school region is 

under 100% capacity or, in the case of high schools, the region is under 105% capacity - 
YES 

#3 - Create a process to balance schools and affordable housing - NO 

#4 - Increase re-testing provisions for school capacity from 3 years to 6 years – Modify 
to 4 Years- Maybe 

#5 - Modify roads test provisions - YES 

#6 - Delays application of the capacity test for high schools for 4 years - YES 

#7 - Lowers school capacity limits for elementary schools to 100% (from 105%), middle 

schools to 105% (from 110%) and high schools to 110% (from 115%) – Only if we could 
implement the voluntary fees schedule - Maybe 

#8 - Include police, fire and health care in APFO analysis - YES 

6. Did you seek the endorsement of the MD Builders Assn? Did you meet with the MD 
Builders Assn, wherein you noted how you would vote, or would have voted, on APFO 
Bills or amendments? If so, what positions did you communicate? 

I have not discussed any endorsements with the MD Builders Association. I met with the 
MD Builders Association at the candidate introduction event.  I have not had not 
additional discussions with the organization. 

7. Do you believe the HCPSS budget should have a lower level of increase, or be fully 
funded? If fully funded, where do you suggest the County budget cut elsewhere to 
accommodate? If lowered, where do you suggest the HCPSS budget be cut? 
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The HCPSS budget should not be reduced.  Where changes are necessary I support 
putting in place additional accountability measures to ensure tax dollars are being spent 
wisely. There should be a regular audit to catch any discrepancies and then work on 
fixing those. 

8. Do you believe developer fees should be increased in the County? Do you believe 
developers should be allowed to voluntarily pay increased school fees to proceed in 
closed school districts? If so, at what levels? 

We are victims of our own success! With one of the highest-ranking school systems in 
the nation, everyone wants to come live in Howard County. As a small businessman, I do 
not favor the idea of raising taxes and fees. But, in today’s time where it costs an 
upwards of 50,000 dollars per seat per child to build a school the County can no longer 
afford to be on the lower end of the spectrum of impact fees. To be fair and equitable 
to all, County should do a study on implementing a per unit charge instead of current 
per square foot charge like some other jurisdictions, then use that funding to either add 
new schools or replace temporary class rooms and upgrade existing schools. I am open 
to the idea of voluntary increased fees also, but the concern would be to ensure that all 
the additional fees and charges collected must be used for the benefit of schools and 
schools only. 

9. Do you believe the current annual residential allocations unit maximums are too high, 
too low, or should be unchanged? If you believe they should be changed are you 
willing to sponsor legislation in 2019 to do so?  

The current annual residential allocations is OK. I don’t believe a change is needed at 
this time. 

10. Do you believe there should be an increased number of Council Members? If so, how 
many, and how do you propose they be elected? 

I believe a study was performed on this issue a while back. I am open to increasing the 
number to 7 based on that study. I do not like the idea of At Large Members and would 
consider a District based model. 

11. What is your position on TIF’s, and specifically the TIF for Downtown 
Columbia/Howard Hughes? What is your position on how much affordable housing 
should be required by Howard Hughes (HH) on their own property? Many believe the 
norm being 10-15%, and HH is providing 4%, discuss. 

At one point TIFs were needed to build Columbia. Now that Columbia is flourishing, and 
builders can sustain themselves without public funding, we should consider allocating 
those funds for other public good items such as building HS#14 in Elkridge! 
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12. What do you believe are the best methods to use to provide affordable housing? 

What do you see as any current difficulties in accomplishing those goals? 

As the County grows, so grows the aging population of our citizen. We should address 
the affordable housing for our senior population and our citizens with disabilities. They 
are the ones that cannot physically provide and might need assistance. We should 
incentivize developers and encourage them to include a certain level of affordable 
housing to meet these needs. 

13. Do you believe Howard County should be a sanctuary County?  

As a first generation, legal migrant from India I am empathetic to migrant community. 
But, do not believe that we should for any reason make Howard County as a sanctuary 
county. Howard County is already in belt tightening mode! By making it a sanctuary, we 
add a risk of flooding HoCo with non-tax generating population that will be a strain to 
already stretched schools, public health, public services and safety systems. Instead we 
should lobby Congress to create a path for all the undocumented people. 

14. Do you support allowing developers to build residences on parkland, whether by 
swap, gift or purchase? 

I do not believe that any consideration should be given to swap our Parklands for building 
residences. 

15. Would you support restricted development in areas that the County has designated 
as part of the Green Infrastructure Network? 

I would only consider supporting restricted development as part of GIN if it does not 
infringe upon the property development rights with just compensation. 

16. Are you in favor of implementing the Development Regulations Assessment 
recommendations? What, if any, suggestions did you make during this process so far? 

I have attended the Clarion Associates presentations, and find their recommendations 
intriguing and worth further discussions. I am in favor of simplifying zoning regulations if 
possible. This will bring clarity and predictability to the Regulations. 

 

17. Have you ever testified before the County Council? If so, describe some positions you 
have taken. 

Have emailed testimony on CB61 to CC 
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18. The Clarion Zoning study showed we have only 1% of land in Howard County in each 

of B1, B2, M1 and M2. There continues to be a push to place high density residential 
development. How would you balance the need to retain commercial zoning with the 
desire for residential development? Are there incentives you would consider to make 
sure we have enough commercial zoning in the future, as markets change? 

We have seen the unintended consequences of over-crowded schools and roads from 
higher-density residential development in the eastern Howard County. Commercial and 
industrial development generates more tax revenue and they consume much less in 
services. We need to protect our commercial and industrial tax bases as much as 
possible to ensure a balance of services so that we can live, work and play within our 
County. 

19. How would you expedite or improve the Ellicott City master plan, or other storm 
water management requirements/recommendations to further protect that area? Do 
you believe downtown Ellicott City could be made ADA compliant? 

I have attended the presentation on the Master Plan and believe that the County has 
done a good job in identifying problem areas. The County should consider the 
recommendations of the Watershed Master Plan and implement those ideas of 
stormwater management in upstream areas to relieve some of the pressure on Ellicott 
City. Downtown Ellicott City should be made ADA compliant where feasible without 
destroying its historical character. 

20. Describe positions you have taken, or votes you have made which you feel are the 
most important with regard to the Council position. Describe how you championed 
these causes or how you publicized your position. Include information about any 
votes or positions you have made that you regret, or about which you feel differently. 

I believe that CB9-2017 was a clear indication of the positions that we all took. Although 
in general sense everyone believes that something needs to be done with the 
undocumented community, but that debate belongs in the US Congress and should 
never be a part of Howard County legislation. 

21. How much time do you think should pass before an elected official, according to 
Ethics Laws/Regulations, can be compensated by a private company that could have 
benefited from the decisions of the official? 

Some jurisdictions have a time period of two years and some have three years. I believe 
three years should be an adequate timeframe.  
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Supplemental Question 

"Please state your views about CB21 (Mulching Bill) below." 

https://apps.howardcountymd.gov/olis/LegislationDetail.aspx?LegislationID=3016  

 

Response: 
 
I believe in the best use of our farmlands and the rights of the farmers to be able to sustain and 
make a respectable living off the land. However, Public safety should be the most important job 
of a public official. Unless all the aspects of Public safety are addressed we should not consider 
the approval. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Authority, The People’s Voice PAC, Lisa Markovitz, Treasurer 

 

https://apps.howardcountymd.gov/olis/LegislationDetail.aspx?LegislationID=3016

