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2018 Howard County Candidate Questionnaire  

MD General Assembly  

Thank you for taking the time to fill out The People’s Voice (TPV) / Ethics Ballot 2018 Candidate 
Questionnaire which will be used in the TPV endorsement process. 

Publication: Your answers are considered “on the record.” They will be circulated to all members 
of the TPV Board and may be published on the TPV website. 

Endorsement Process: TPV will endorse in several local races for the Primary Election in 2018, 
and will likely add more races to The Ethics Ballot for the General Election. See 
www.ethicsballot.com for more information on Board Members and “Ethics Ballot” tab for 
endorsement criteria details. 

Please return questionnaires via email to ethicsballot@gmail.com by Wednesday, April 11, 2018.  
Please email any questions you have about this questionnaire. A Board Member will respond.  

 

Candidate Information 

Name Terri Hill 

Phone 443-522-0141 

Website Friendsofterrihill.org 

Campaign 
Account Name 

Friends of Terri Hill 

Treasurer Arlene Harrison 

Chairman Terri L. Hill 

Campaign 
Manager 

Donna Staton 

Funds Balance ~60,000.00 

 

http://www.peoplesvoicellc.org/
http://www.ethicsballot.com/
mailto:ethicsballot@gmail.com?subject=Candidate%20Questionnaire%202016%20Response
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2018 Questionnaire Howard County –  

MD Delegate and Senator Candidates 

1. Why are you running for this office?  What qualifications do you uniquely bring to 
hold this office? 

  

I am a surgeon, with a background in engineering and the listening, diagnostic, 
collaborative and leadership skills that have been honed by my training and professional 
experience. That, combined with awareness of how my patients, family, friends, colleagues, 
associates and others are directly impacted by the policies and budgetary decisions we 
make, has informed my legislative career and earned the respect of constituents, 
advocates, and colleagues.   

As in 2014, when I first decided to run for public office, I was motivated by my concern 
about the fight for American values, that was just then beginning to enter our national 
conversation and is now part of our daily discussion. After just-over 3 years as a state 
delegate, I am convinced that my voice, skills, and perspective - on behalf of my 
constituents and others around the region and across the state - has impacted the 
conversation and changed the direction of policy for the better. The earned experience and 
relationships established during this term prepare me to be even more effective. I want to 
complete the work that I have started, and build on this foundation to further the goal of 
helping every Marylander find a path to success, security and a bright future for 
themselves, their families and their communities. 

2.    Describe why you feel you have a viable campaign. 

I have an experienced team, adequate finances, a record of service, informed positions, a 
sound legislative record and the experience of having run successfully for public office. 

3.  How do you believe one eliminates the appearance of conflicts regarding campaign 
contributions? 
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I believe transparency in raising funds and the process of legislation and its outcomes are 
essential for minimizing the appearance of conflicts.  

Many processes to support transparency are already in place and include- 

Public candidate and elected official financial disclosure filings updated annually (or at 
some other regular interval.) 

Public disclosure of candidates and elected officials recent income tax filings (perhaps 3-5 
years) in addition to the financial disclosure. statements should be considered for some, if 
not all offices.  

Public disclosure and regular reporting of campaign financing and spending. 

Public disclosure of identities of contributing entities and their owners/directors/backers, 
without exception based on organizational structure. 

Registering of lobbyist and public disclosure of their finances and clients. 

While this list addresses the question of appearance, it does not include ways to minimize 
the influence of money and power, which is a different, although related question.   

 

4.   If you are elected, or reelected, what are your top priorities for 2019?  

Top priorities for 2019 include- 

- Completing steps for reining in the rising cost of health care and ultimately making 
quality, accessible, affordable health care available to all Marylanders. 

- Moving forward with full funding and implementation of the Kirwan Commission 
recommendations on education and schools, expanding the number of community 
schools and ensuring adequate and appropriate behavioral health support services 
are available to students at all grade levels. Bringing school infrastructure up to 
standards throughout the state. Supporting efforts to align education with career 
readiness, whether through expansion of apprenticeships, P –TECH, lowering or 
eliminating (community, if not 4-year) college tuition and long-term college debt, or 
placing the cost for remedial work required in college for Maryland public school 
graduates back on the school systems which graduated them without adequately 
educating them. 

- Promoting more education on end-of-life options and allowing Marylanders facing 
imminent death the legal option to elect aid in dying. 

- Enhancing safety in youth sports particularly with respect to the growing science 
around chronic brain disease as a result of repetitive subclinical injury to developing 
brains.  
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5.    Do you believe that local Boards of Education in MD should have the right to 
terminate their Superintendents for cause?  

Yes, I supported legislation so empowering them and expect that similar legislation will be 
successful in next year’s session. 

6.    Would you be willing to sponsor a Bill that elects the Howard County Board of 
Education members by district, and voted on by district? What districts do you believe 
are best to use? Why?   

6. Yes, parents want to have representation on the board that they can hold 
accountable rather than have the accountability spread diffusely across board members.  
Also, it is a difficult and costly challenge for member, to run a countywide election 
campaign. The argument that a board elected by districts increases politicization does not 
outweigh the benefits and the requests from the citizens for a district-elected board.  I am 
open to consideration of uniquely drawn school district maps based on feeder schools, but 
find that most residents are confused enough by congressional, legislative and council 
districts that using the council districts for the school districts is very appealing. 

7.   Do you believe that local Boards of Education should control their calendars without 
mandated dates to start or end the school year? 

Yes. 

8.   Would you be willing to sponsor a Bill that shifts the burden of proof in Special 
Education litigation from parents/guardians to the County School System? 

Yes. 

9.  Do you believe that development fees should be increased in Howard County? Would 
you be willing to sponsor or vote for a Bill that allows Howard County to increase those 
fees? Would you be willing to enable Howard County that right in perpetuity? For all, 
why or why not?  

I think development fees should be competitive with those charged in neighboring and 
comparable Maryland jurisdictions and should reflect the relative desirability of Howard 
County to developers.  I have not considered the question of perpetuity and would need 
more information to form an opinion. 

10.   Do you support or oppose the Potomac Pipeline? Would you allow the 
transportation of natural gas through Maryland by pipelines? 

I oppose and do not want to see expansion over what is already in place.   
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11.   Do you support the ban on styrofoam in carryout packaging? Would you sponsor or 
support a ban or a fee on plastic grocery bags? 

Yes, to the styrofoam ban, and yes to a fee or phased-in ban on plastic bags. 

12.   What is your position on increased gun control? How would you go about increasing 
safety for our schools and/or other public venues? 

I support stronger, more consistent enforcement of current gun control and access-
limitation laws and I support improved, increased community- and school-based behavioral 
health support services. This includes; adequate numbers of qualified school counselors, de-
stigmatization of behavioral health problems, training on recognition of risk signs of severe 
or mounting anxiety, depression, stress and other indicators of inadequately managed and 
increasing emotional or psychological distress, and age-appropriate instruction on anger 
management, conflict resolution and other useful and proven methods for managing life-
stressors.  During just the 2018 session, I sponsored and/or voted for The Safe Schools Act, 
bump stock ban and “red flag” legislation, legislation creating a process for subjects of 
restraining orders to surrender their weapons in a timely manner, judicial rather than 
civilian review of conceal carry denial appeals, and other public safety legislation. 

13.   Describe positions you have taken, or votes you have made, or causes you have 
championed, which you feel are the most important. Include information on any 
position or vote you regret, or about which you feel differently. 
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In 2017, I introduced HB1522 - Needs Assessment for Student School-Based Behavioral 
Health Services, which evolved out of the 2016’s failed HB1100 - School Counseling 
Program - Counseling Services – Requirements.  HB1522 passed and is underway.  This 
legislation, the issue it highlighted and the questions it was designed to answer, 
informed the in-school wrap-around supports included in the just passed Safe Schools 
legislation. 

I also introduced HB865 Health Insurance - Motor Vehicle Modifications for 
Permanently Wheelchair Dependent Individuals –Coverage, in 2016.  The goal was 
laudable, although the approach misdirected. As a result, a workgroup of stakeholders 
was created and will soon present a model for Maryland to significantly increase the 
number of wheelchair dependent adults who will be able to convert vehicles to 
transport themselves and thereby increase autonomy, work opportunities, and 
quality of living.  

I am particularly proud of my work on the Justice Reinvestment Act in 2016, which 
ensured adequate community-based behavioral health services would be available by 
the program’s rollout in 2018. This was a critical part of successfully changing to a root 
cause approach to criminal justice reform and the rising problems with addiction and 
behavioral health issues.   

The work I have done during this and the previous session to prevent loss of health 
care access to thousands of Marylanders as a result of federal action has been 
important for working class, elderly, disabled and poor residents particularly. 

I’m proud to play a role in changing the lens through which issues of addiction are 
viewed. By shifted from a criminal justice to a public health perspective, we’re are 
able to apply proven analysis, intervention, prevention and treatment tools to bend 
the curve away from decades of policy failures to the real possibility of achieving 
sustainable improvement 

I had the courage to introduce dual legislation in 2018 aimed at increasing the safety 
of youth sports throughout the state by creating consistent, minimal standards, 
policies, and procedures for prevention,  detection and acute management of  head 
injuries and concussions. This effort shed light on the significance of repetitive, sub-
concussive head trauma to children’s developing brains and the link to the 
development of chronic traumatic encephalitis and other brain disease later in life.  
The opposition was successful in preventing the legislation from moving forward, but 
was forced to acknowledge the developing science and failings to do enough to 
protect student athletes. While recognizing the unquestionable benefit from 
participation in athletic activities, we have agreed to look into ways of protecting our 
children from unnecessary risk and providing for their optimal safety.    
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14.   Choose from topics below on women’s rights and describe your positions, 
especially regarding any MD law you believe needs changing.  

   Employment (wage disparities, family leave) 

   Safety (human trafficking, domestic abuse) 

   Reproductive health 

My legislative record of support for women’s rights is strong and consistent, including 
addressing historic discrimination and the now institutionalized policies and practices that 
perpetuate the problem. I support family planning programs, increasing victim rights and 
protections from abuse and harassment. I support widening the availability of affordable 
childcare, supporting family caregivers, and the full agenda of the Maryland General 
Assembly’s Women’s Caucus.  

Example of legislation and proposals I have or would support: 

- Prohibiting inquiries into past salary information, and the use of such information, 
in determining a salary, wage or grade. 

- Outlawing salary discussion gag rules. 

- Requiring companies to periodically report for review the distribution of employees 
throughout the company by gender, and requiring that any systemic, unjustified, 
inequitable underpaying of female employees be corrected with back pay.  

- Earned sick and family leave. 

- A living wage. 

- Creation of a state family planning funds if federal family planning funds are 
removed. 

- Reproductive rights and resisting efforts to infringe upon them. 

-  Broad human trafficking recognition education including education of students, 
educators, hotel workers and truckers. 

- Improvements in rape evidence processing and storage. 

- Protection and support services for victim human trafficking. 

15.    How would you improve community living opportunities for people with 
disabilities? 
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I created a stakeholders workgroup two years ago, with members of the disability 
community, DOD, DOE, MVA, auto dealers and rehabilitation professionals to find a way of 
providing converted vehicles to all Maryland ambulatory disabled adults who would benefit. 
We are finalizing a plan and programmatic proposal in the next few months.   

Recognizing that support needs for people with disabilities must be individually tailored as 
they vary greatly from person to person, some ways in which I have, and continue to, work 
toward improving opportunities is by supporting efforts to: 

Increase pay to community supervisors and home care providers, and indexing it to 
inflation. 

Increase service providers and decrease the waitlist backlog. 

Support families of disabled children and adults (i.e., better connect families and resources, 
educate about the wait list, etc.) 

Support and expand education, training and job opportunities without penalizing disabled 
person for or limiting their success. 

Incentivize employers to increase employment opportunities.        

Enforce disability anti-discrimination laws and pass new laws and regulations that remove 
remaining barriers, such as legislation passed this session to remove accessibility barriers 
for nonvisual users of state websites.   

Supporting passage of the ABLE Act and taking other steps that allow some accumulation 
of wealth without endangering necessary public support . 

Support a range of successful disability home models including supervised independent 
living, extended family teacher and extended home provider, senior and disability housing 
collaborative.   

-  

16.    How much time do you believe should pass before it is allowed, in Ethics 
Regulations, before a prior elected official can be compensated by a private company 
that could have benefited from the decisions of that official? 

I’m not sure; at minimum two years, but a better standard might be one term 

17.  Have you ever testified before the MD General Assembly? If so, describe positions 
you have taken. 

Prior to being elected to the General Assembly, and having responsibility for testifying on 
behalf of legislation I’ve introduced, I testified over 20 years ago in favor of preventing 
dentists without medical degrees and training from performing non-dental surgery. 
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By Authority, The People’s Voice PAC, Lisa Markovitz, Treasurer 


