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Questionnaire - County Council Candidates 

Candidate: Lisa Kim 

1. Why are you running for this office?  What qualifications do you uniquely bring to 
hold this office? 

I have been involved with and served on the Boards of several local non-profits.  It is 
through my non-profit work that I have witnessed our government process has broken 
down.  I am a former elected official from Prince George’s County, MD where I was 
elected to 3 terms as a City Council member.  As a City Council member, I legislated on a 
5 member body with the responsibilities much like our County Council and I have 
attended multiple advanced government training courses.  During my terms as a City 
Council member it was imperative that the processes in which we conduct the business 
of representing ourselves are honest, accurate, transparent and fair.  The outcome is 
only as good as the process.  We cannot achieve our goals if we cannot ensure an honest 
and organic outcome.  I have done the work of tackling broken down government 
process before and I would like the opportunity to use this experience for us in Howard 
County.  

2. Describe why you feel you have a viable campaign. 

I am a resident of Howard County, someone who loves her county and who sees 
something that needs fixing in our government.  I have the motivation, dedication and 
experience to help fix it.  I am also, a wife, a mother and a small business owner.  I am 
just a normal person who wants to do the work of representing us on the County Council.  
My personal, professional and government experience will help me to be a well rounded 
council member.  

3. How do you believe one eliminates the appearance of conflicts regarding campaign 
contributions? 

I believe it is important for candidates to view campaign donations in relation to our 
fiduciary duty as a council member.  An elected officials beacon is his/her oath of office 
which states that we are always in service to you, the residents and to our common 
good.  If any donation has the power to sway you from the integrity of honest 
representation then you cannot take it.  If one adheres to this then there should be little 
or no appearance of conflicts of interests.     

4. If you are elected, or reelected, what are your top priorities for 2019?  
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First I would like us to set a goal oriented pace on the County Council and come to a 
consensus that is time to act purposefully and with due diligence.  Next, we will need to 
outline the items/legislation/processes we will be working on, prioritize them and get to 
work.  The Land Development/Use Codes/Regulations rewrites will be a priority and this 
is where we will begin the task of fixing our broken down processes and making 
government process related to development predictable, accurate, fair and honest.  We 
will also need to revisit the APFO, tackle our school overcrowding issues, and be very 
mindful of the budget and our spending.  The budget and cleaning up of our government 
processes will be the two ongoing tasks for the next County Council. 

5. How would you have voted on the APFO bills, and the amendments regarding roads 
tests, affordable housing, capacity limits, and categories to add to APFO? If seeking 
reelection please discuss your votes and reasons. In 2019, would you sponsor 
legislation to implement any positions you herein outlined, that differ from current 
law?  

I supported CB-1 2018, the Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance legislation because while 
it was weaker than what residents wanted and what we needed, it did overall strengthen 
the APFO in the desired direction.   

I supported all amendments that strengthened the infrastructure/services of our county.  
By requiring new development to be done in a thoughtful and well planned manner we 
can ensure paced infrastructure and needed increasing of services moving forward.   

I opposed all amendments that weakened the APFO and infrastructure of our county.  I 
especially opposed any amendment that allowed for the circumventing of any aspect of 
APFO. 

It is important for the new County Council to bring back the APFO and finish it so it can 
function as designed and function fairly. 

6. Did you seek the endorsement of the MD Builders Assn? Did you meet with the MD 
Builders Assn, wherein you noted how you would vote, or would have voted, on APFO 
Bills or amendments? If so, what positions did you communicate? 

I have met with MBIA at their invitation.  We discussed the APFO and my general vision 
for representing Howard County residents.  I was forthright in my position of serving the 
residents and always sitting on our side of the table.  I conveyed that my conviction of 
fair, honest, accurate and transparent service to the residents and the public good would 
not allow me to vote in favor of continuing a weak APFO. 
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7. Do you believe the HCPSS budget should have a lower level of increase, or be fully 

funded? If fully funded, where do you suggest the County budget cut elsewhere to 
accommodate? If lowered, where do you suggest the HCPSS budget be cut? 

Dr. Martirano, our Superintendent, proposed an operating budget of $850.7 million, up 
from $819.1 million.  The County’s contribution would be $594.5 million, up from $572.9 
million.  The proposed Superintendent budget meets the MOE standard and is 
reasonable and allows for a partial payment to our deficit ridden HCPSS health and 
dental fund that the school system has not fully funded for 10 years and which will 
balloon to a $50.5 million deficit.  The Board of Education’s budget proposal is far higher 
and is asking for the County to fully fund the health and dental fund deficit.  If the County 
were to fully fund the Board’s budget we will need to raise property taxes by 10% to get 
the $50.5 million.   Our County budget will only receive about $24 million in new revenue 
this year.   What is a shame is that we now have to give money to rescue the HCPSS due 
to the mismanagement instead of being able to give that money for use to alleviate some 
of the overcrowding issues.  We are also cutting much needed programs in our schools to 
redirect that money to the health and dental fund.  Our HCPSS needs to get their act 
together and we on the County Council can take a more proactive role in our 
communications with the School System. 

8. Do you believe developer fees should be increased in the County? Do you believe 
developers should be allowed to voluntarily pay increased school fees to proceed in 
closed school districts? If so, at what levels? 

If we were not already suffering from overcrowding and over capacity schools my answer 
could be different.  However, since we are already playing a game of catch up it is 
important we do not allow for additional development in closed areas.  I do not believe 
we should allow for a way to circumvent the APFO.  We need predictability in our 
ordinance and we need predictable outcomes.  We pay such high property taxes and as 
much as we want more developer fees we cannot raise them past a point where the 
developer will roll them over into purchase price thus making taxes higher for the home 
owner.  We will need to do research and thoroughly review this with public input and 
empirical data.      

9. Do you believe the current annual residential allocations unit maximums are too high, 
too low, or should be unchanged? If you believe they should be changed are you 
willing to sponsor legislation in 2019 to do so?  

I think the allocations are too high.  We have shown we cannot do the part of increasing 
the infrastructure in tandem.  I am willing to sponsor any legislation that betters the 
running of our County government and serves the residents.      
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10. Do you believe there should be an increased number of Council Members? If so, how 

many, and how do you propose they be elected? 

This was discussed in 2011 and we will need to research and examine this further to 
determine if 2 more Council members are needed.  If found to be needed then I am 
happy to propose this and move forward to create 2 more council districts by redrawing 
the county districts entirely and going from 5 to 7 districts. 

11. What is your position on TIF’s, and specifically the TIF for Downtown 
Columbia/Howard Hughes? What is your position on how much affordable housing 
should be required by Howard Hughes (HH) on their own property? Many believe the 
norm being 10-15%, and HH is providing 4%, discuss. 

I support TIF’s where needed however; Howard County does not need TIF’s.  We have no 
problem drawing development and therefore we do not need to give out money for it.   
As far as affordable housing is concerned, Howard Hughes should raise their percentage 
but ultimately it is their decision.  

12. What do you believe are the best methods to use to provide affordable housing? 
What do you see as any current difficulties in accomplishing those goals? 

I support affordable housing for those individuals who cannot provide for themselves. 
There is a need for senior affordable housing and for adults with special needs in our 
county.  We have programs with a focus on these populations and we can work 
collaboratively within these programs as they relate to affordable housing in Howard 
County.  The biggest impediment is the budget.  We need more funding for these 
programs to wholly succeed.   

13. Do you believe Howard County should be a sanctuary County?  

No, we are getting it right in Howard County.  We are not enrolled in the 287(g) Program 
and this gives our undocumented population a sense of peace of mind and we are close 
enough location wise to ICE in Baltimore that they come on their own and get any 
undocumented individuals they deem a threat to our safety and community.    

14. Do you support allowing developers to build residences on parkland, whether by 
swap, gift or purchase? 

Generally speaking, no, of course not.  However, there may be a case where it’s a good 
idea and will help to advance us or the County in some way.  I will always review these 
cases from a position of it is an exception and not a rule or a given. 
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15. Would you support restricted development in areas that the County has designated 

as part of the Green Infrastructure Network? 

It is not my preference.  Yes, I would allow restricted development that does not disturb 
the overall ecological value of the areas.  

16. Are you in favor of implementing the Development Regulations Assessment 
recommendations? What, if any, suggestions did you make during this process so far? 

I support our codes/regulations assessment and eventual rewrites.  We have old code 
and regulations that were written in order to develop Howard County and now we need 
to bring our code up to date to serve the redevelopment needs of Howard County.  We 
will need to see who gets the contract to do the rewrites, what rewrites they propose 
and do the work starting there.  It will be a massive undertaking and will require 
countless hours of input from residents and developers who know the codes/regulations 
like the backs of their hands. 

17. Have you ever testified before the County Council? If so, describe some positions you 
have taken. 

I have testified several times.  I testified against CB-9, Sanctuary Status.  I testified for a 
stronger APFO and lower school capacity numbers.  I testified for meaningful mulch 
legislation that protected the residents and also didn’t infringe on property rights.  I 
testified for Orphan’s Courts judges raises.  I have also testified before the Planning 
Board discussing code as it related to the Hickory Ridge redevelopment. 

18. The Clarion Zoning study showed we have only 1% of land in Howard County in each 
of B1, B2, M1 and M2. There continues to be a push to place high density residential 
development. How would you balance the need to retain commercial zoning with the 
desire for residential development? Are there incentives you would consider to make 
sure we have enough commercial zoning in the future, as markets change? 

I will not support turning any more commercial zones into residential zones.  In fact, I 
would consider rezoning residential to commercial where appropriate.   

19. How would you expedite or improve the Ellicott City master plan, or other storm 
water management requirements/recommendations to further protect that area? Do 
you believe downtown Ellicott City could be made ADA compliant? 
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Currently, the County is working on Phase 1 of our Stormwater Management Plan.  After 
the Ellicott City flood the County undertook a full assessment of our Stormwater 
Management and there were 18 recommended mitigation projects.  We have work to do 
here and it is slated to be done in phases due to funding mostly.  The only way we can 
speed this up is to increase the funding flow.  It may be possible for us to find money in 
State and Federal programs so we will need to fully explore those options.  It may be 
possible for us to increase our funding organically by shifting our priorities.  Aside from 
funding, we will need to maintain our focus and ensure the phases of the plan are being 
worked in a timely and fiscally responsible manner.  We are working on ADA compliance 
in Old Ellicott City to do as much as we can there however, due to its design it will be 
tough in some spots.  

20. Describe positions you have taken, or votes you have made which you feel are the 
most important with regard to the Council position. Describe how you championed 
these causes or how you publicized your position. Include information about any 
votes or positions you have made that you regret, or about which you feel differently. 

It is most important as a Council member to serve the residents and to serve the public 
good.  Every position I have taken has been in service to these two principles.  I have 
been vocal and have written my positions in open editorials to the public. 

21. How much time do you think should pass before an elected official, according to 
Ethics Laws/Regulations, can be compensated by a private company that could have 
benefited from the decisions of the official? 

I believe 3 years is sufficient.  2 years is too short a period of time and anything over 3 is 
too long a period of time. 

 
 
Supplemental Question sent after filing of new Mulching Bill, Answers due Wed. April 11. 
Please state your views about CB21 (Mulching Bill) below. 
 
 
 
By Authority, The People’s Voice PAC, Lisa Markovitz, Treasurer 

 


